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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
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combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
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history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 
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PW1’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, Signature: 

providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- Send to: London Publishing Co. 

able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the P.O. Box 910 

dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- Ft. Washington, PA 19034 

color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 

best. PWI includes exclusive features you can't get any- } NAME 

where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... 

Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top } ADDRESS APT a= 
Rope” ..An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 

sport's top stars .. . Extensive “Ratings” . . , scouting + CITY STATE ZIP 


Reports” .. .““Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. L 
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GIVE PEACE A 
CHANCE 

| think this trend toward gang vio- 
lence needs to be stopped (“Gang 
Violence: Is This The Future Of 
Wrestling?” May 1997). Maybe this 
is just a reflection of society today, 
but | still believe it’s wrong. These 
groups aren’t just out for titles; they 
are out for blood and destruction. 
Why else would the Nation of 
Domination be after Ahmed John- 
son? He doesn’t have a title, but 
he’s still a marked man. 

These groups today 
are not the same as the 
ones back in the 1980s. 
The Four Horsemen 
were a cohesive group 
that worked as one to 
get as many titles as 
possible. | can’t remem- 
ber a time during the 
1980s that they didn’t 
have at least one title. 
Almost all their attacks 
were geared toward 
people who either had 
titles or were in their way 
of getting a title. They 
had a code of ethics that 
didn’t include endanger- 
ing the fans. This may 
be why the Horsemen 
are such a respected— 
and feared—group even 
today. 

My greatest fear now 
is that one of these 
groups like the New 
World Order is going to 
go too far and injure a fan 
during a fight. | just hope 
this whole trend stops 
before that happens. 

FRED HARRISON 
Albany, NY 
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DYING FOR THE BELT 
It seems like the WWF World 
title has been changing hands 
quicker than an early spring wind 
changes direction, and now The 
Undertaker has emerged from 
WrestleMania with the belt. One 
has to wonder just how long this 
is going to last, since there are so 
many excellent contenders vying 
for the belt. It’s great to see that 
the WWF World heavyweight 
championship means so much to 


Members of the Nation of Domination will attack Ahmed Johnson 
any chance they get. Reader Fred Harrison is disturbed by the 
gang violence in wrestling and hopes groups like the NOD are 
stopped before they go too far. 


these men that they are willing to 
risk permanent injury to win it. 
Now | can’t wait to watch Monday 
Night Raw to see who is in posi- 
tion to take the belt this week. 
The Undertaker might have 
the belt now, but | don’t think it 
will be too long before Steve 
Austin gets it. When Austin does 
take the belt, there may finally be 
some stability to the WWF World 
title scene. 
MARTHA SIMMONS 
Columbus, OH 


ENCOUNTER 
WITH “NATURE” 

| recently had a 
chance to meet my idol, 
Ric Flair, at an auto- 
graph-signing at a local 
restaurant, and | was 
Surprised to see so 
many people there to 
meet him. | thought | 
was the only one north 
of the Mason-Dixon line 
who religiously followed 
Flairss NWA career, but 
| was wrong. There 
were hundreds of loyal 
fans crammed into the 
facility trying to get 
close to the “Nature 
Boy,” and many of 
them were longtime 
Flair fans who had 
waited patiently for 
their few seconds with 
this legend. Flair, being 
true to his gentlemanly 
self, signed every last 
autograph. 

The “Nature Boy” 
definitely is a class act! 

AMY ANTONIO 
Philadelphia, PA 


Whenever Ric Flair makes a special 
appearance, he’s sure to attract plenty 
of autograph-seekers. Reader Amy 
Antonio was happy to get a chance to 
meet him. 


THE TRUE ICON? 

Since so many people are talk- 
ing about icons these days, | defi- 
nitely feel the need to throw Terry 
Funk’s name into this elite group. 
Funk has been around for ages 
and is still at the top of his game. 
When people say Funk is old and 


Terry Funk is 53 years old, and he’s still executing moonsaults. Amazing! Reader 
Brad Jenkins believes Funk is a bigger wrestling icon than both Hulk Hogan and 
Roddy Piper. 


riding on his reputation, | just tell 
them about the Extreme Cham- 
pionship Wrestling card on which 
he moonsaulted off the ropes onto 
Brian Lee, who was standing at 
ringside. It was an awesome sight! 
Having seen that, | truly believe 
that Funk is greater than “Holly- 
wood” Hulk Hogan and Roddy 
Piper combined. And | think his 
movies were better than Hogan’s 
and Piper's, too. 
BRAD JENKINS 
Trenton, NJ 


HART PROBLEMS 
Steve Austin once said on 
Monday Night Raw that “when the 
going gets tough, the Harts get 
running—back home.” | disagree 
with him, because it’s more like, 
“When Bret Hart loses a match, he 
runs to Vince McMahon and 
blames Shawn Michaels,” be- 
cause it seems like Michaels is his 
excuse for everything. Bret can’t 
do an interview without insulting 
Shawn or complaining about how 
(Continued on page 50) 
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F YOU WANT to point a finger 
| at someone for all the dissen- 

sion that has rocked the NWO, | 
say point it at Scott Hall. Hall 
abruptly left the organization in 
late-March, leaving most of the 
other members to doubt his loyalty 
to the group. The only man who 
knows why Hall really left is Kevin 
Nash, and, he told me, “I ain’t 
telling nobody. All you need to 
know is that Scotty has some per- 
sonal business that is more impor- 
tant than anything having to do 
with wrestling.” 

“Why the big secret?” ques- 
tioned Ted DiBiase. “We’re sup- 
posed to be family here.” 

“The guy just walked out on us,” 


added Marcus “Buff” Bagwell. “I 
don’t know if | can ever trust him 
again.” 

“| can’t believe Nash won't tell 
me,” growled “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan. “The guy better have a 
damn good reason. | have a gut 
feeling that he and Nash are plan- 
ning something that won't serve the 
best interests of the NWO. They 
better come clean—and soon!” 

My attempts to reach Hall 
proved fruitless. Syxx, who seems 
to be Nash’s only true remaining 
ally, said, “Kevin says that Scott is 
NWO for life, and | believe him.” 

Eric Bischoff, meanwhile, 
summed up his feelings with this 
statement: “There are a million 


Kevin Nash and Scott Hall have been good friends for several years, and Nash knows 
Hall had a good reason for taking time off this spring. Other members of the NWO 
were upset, however, that Nash wouldn't give them any information about his pal. 
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By Bill Apter 


ine 


guys out there who wish they were 
in the NWO. Bottom line is that if 
Scott doesn’t let us know what’s 
happening soon, he might wind up 
out there with them.” 

My feeling is that there’s a good 
chance Hall ‘has a legitimate rea- 
son for taking time off, but when 
you’re part of a big, powerful 
group like the NWO, if you want to 
avoid internal problems, you need 
to communicate with your associ- 
ates and let them know just where 
you stand at all times. If Hall had 
met with the others in the NWO 
before taking the time off, this 
problem could have been avoided. 

On his recent trip to South 
Africa, Bret Hart praised the fans 
and promoters there, saying, “The 
treatment | get here is the treat- 
ment | should be getting in the 
United States. People here are 
classy, not like those beer-drink- 
ing, belching, out-of-shape fans in 
America.” 

Hart’s statement was called ‘a 
breath of fresh air” by The Com- 
mandant, the leader of The Truth 
Commission, a group of South 
African wrestlers currently compet- 
ing in the USWA. He has already 
made.an appearance in the WWF 
to let the public know that he and 
at least three of his “army” mem- 
bers will be dominating the WWF 
forces by the latter part of the year. 
“Perhaps | may even offer a posi- 
tion in our organization to Mr. 
Hart,” The Commandant said. 

Just for the record, regarding 
his arrest for striking a policeman 
who was trying to hold him back 
from attacking Kevin Nash at 
Spring Stampede, Scott Steiner 


contends, “I’d do it all over again. | 
apologize to the officer, because | 
didn’t hit him intentionally. Hell, | 
would have shoved my mother out 
of the way to get at that guy. | 
have a bad temper—l| know that— 
and when you spit in my face, 
man, there’s no stopping me.” 

That is, of course, unless you’re 
handcuffed. 

Tony Atlas tells me he’s not 
interested in coming back to the 
WWF as a competitor—well, at 
least not as part of a certain tag 
team. 

“Rocky Maivia and me talked 
about teaming,” Atlas said. “You 
know, me and his dad, Rocky 
Johnson, were World tag team 
champions back in 1983 into 1984. 
We were really tight. | used to see 
the kid all the time—at the gym at 
Rocky’s house. | was like an uncle 
to him. I’m still there for him if he 
needs me for advice and all, but as 
far as being part of a regular tag 
team, that’s not what | want to do 
at this stage of my career.” 

Ultimo Dragon cannot be sat- 


isfied with the way he won the_ the match due to injuries he suf- 
WCW TV title from Prince laukea. fered earlier on the card in an 
The Prince had his ribs taped just altercation with Lord Steven 
a few minutes before going into (Continued on page 52) 
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with Steve 


Anderson 


OON AFTER | 
started working 
as a senior 


writer for this maga- 
zine, | developed a 
short list of favorite 
interview subjects. At 
the top of the list was 
Kevin Nash. As the fan 
favorite WWF World 
champion Diesel, Nash 
was always willing to 
talk candidly, and he 
rarely ducked a ques- 
tion. | always knew 
that | could get a posi- 
tive response from him 
... and at least a few 
good quotes. | re- 
spected the man. 

But almost a year 
ago, he fell off my list 
of favorites. The pleas- 
ant demeanor was 
gone. So, too, was his 
willingness to talk 
openly with reporters. 
When he joined the 
NWO, he not only 
developed a bad atti- 
tude, he suddenly 
decided he was too 
important to talk to the press at 
length. Now when | approach 
Nash in person or try to reach 
him by telephone, | am usually 
the recipient of a cold reception 
and nothing more than a few 
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For most of the last year, Kevin Nash has had the look of a man who 
has enjoyed being part of the NWO. He’s still committed to the group, 
but he has questioned the commitment of some of his cohorts. 


one-word answers. 

The March 31 Monday Nitro in 
Roanoke, Virginia, was hardly 
eventful. The NWO was fragment- 
ed. With little peak action to cover, 
members of the media focused on 


the unhappiness that 
seemed to permeate 
the NWO members in 
attendance. Scott Hall 
was missing. Hulk 
Hogan, Ted DiBiase, 
and Eric Bischoff were 
attending the premiere 
of Double Team, Den- 
nis Rodman’s new 
movie. 

| was beginning to 
think the company had 
wasted its money by 
flying me to Virginia. 

Nash ended the 
uneventful night spew- 
ing a soliloquy in which 
he questioned the loy- 
alty of his absent 
cohorts (not including 
Hall). It might turn out 
to be the speech that 
everyone points to as 
the beginning of the 
downfall of the NWO. 

| stood backstage 
after the show had 
ended. Nash and Syxx, 
fresh from their appear- 
ance, walked past me. 
Then Nash stopped, 
turned around, and walked back 
toward me. 

“You ... Anderson!” he said as 
he extended his right index finger 
in my direction. “We gotta talk!” 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Andy 
Rodriguez 


iNdsided 


with WCW. He's angry with himself. 
Most significantly, he’s angry with his 
teammates in the NWO. Surprised? 

Well, | am. Sure, | didn’t think the NWO 
would last forever. Too many egos to satis- 
fy, too many different goals. Nash has 
made it clear, however, that if things don't 


K vir NASH IS angry. He’s angry 


change and change soon, the New World — 


Order will find itself in a lot of disorder. 
Nash’s anger was very evident on a 

recent edition of WCW Monday Nitro. At 

the end of the show, he and Syxx took over 


the broadcast table. Then Nash began his 


shocking tirade. He said he was annoyed 
that most of the members of the NWO were 
not in attendance that night. Most of them 
were with their newest compadre, Dennis 
Rodman, at the premiere of his movie, 
Double Team. 


That fling with Hollywood glamour, said | 


Nash, made it seem like © 
the NWO was forgetting 
its business. He ended his 
outburst by saying that if it 
came down to it, he’d take 
on all the NWO’s enemies 
by himself. 

The big man was even 
more vocal in private, 
enraged that so many of 
his teammates chose a 
glitzy party over the pros- 
pect of a good brawl. 
Nash stormed out of the 
arena that night vowing 
that “something has to be 
done.” 

What has to be done? | don’t know, and 
at this point, | doubt that even Nash knows. 
It's clear, though, that Nash is seriously 
determined to rectify the situation. 

He should be. He and Scott Hall started 
the whole thing last summer. The New 
World Order, even if it falls, has changed 
the sport forever. Who ever thought Hulk 
Hogan would join? Or the “Macho Man” 
(especially right after he feuded with 
Hogan)? And although Bischoff has lost a 
lot of his power, he gave the NWO an 
amazingly effective advantage, and the 
group used it well. 

Now Nash is concerned, even worried. 
He doesn’t want all the suecess to vaporize 
because the NWO has become enamored 
of its fame. He knows the group has ex- 
tremely talented and powerful athletes who 
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Has Nash been betrayed? 


might yet take over WCW. He wants all the 
titles, all the glory, and he’s willing to push 
the group to its limits to achieve those 
ends. 

Nash is focused. Maybe Syxx is, too. But 
it:doesn’t look like Hogan and the others 
are. That's too bad for them, because as 
they weaken, WCW gains strength. 

Sting’s return to the flock gave the feder- 
ation a much-needed shot in the arm. 
Roddy Piper's decision to unite with The 
Four Horsemen was just as significant. The 
Giant, a former NWO member, has the 
desire for revenge working for him. Lex 
Luger and the Steiners are the corner- 
stones. 

As he watches these proud competitors 
war with the NWO, Nash sees a unity he 
now envies. His contempt has turned to 
respect. They’ve managed to set aside 
their differences to achieve a common goal. 
The NWO, on the other 
hand, has forgotten its 
goal. 

The NWO still is very 
dangerous, of course. It’s 
not going to break up 
tomorrow. And even if it 
did, Nash still has burning 
within him the desire to 
conquer WCW. Even 
alone, he’s capable of 
doing much damage. Re- 
member, he is a former 
WWF World champion. 

But alone, Nash won't 
succeed. If the NWO is to 
win, it must be at full 
strength. The organization is great, but not 
great enough to overcome men like Sting 
and Luger with less than maximum effort. 

This probably is what Nash deserves. 
He has done some rotten things over the 
past year. His biting wit makes me laugh, 
but I'd take more pleasure in watching © 
Sting kick his butt. If the NWO does fall, | 
hope it will take with it its imitators in other 
federations. 

And maybe Nash will finally learn to rely 
on his own talents instead of surrounding 
himself with a pack of thugs and yes men. 
It's hard enough for a wrestler to keep his 
own affairs together without having to worry 
about keeping a whole group happy. 

But let him keep the black and white T- 
shirts and the theme music. They're just too 
cool, | 
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Thumbs Up to Sting. The “Stinger’s” decision to stay on the side of WCW in its war 
against the New World Order'was the best news WCW fans have had in nearly a year, 
Sting kept quiet for several months before making his allegiance clear by descending 
on a cable from the-toof-of the Charleston Civic Center at Uncensored. It was a dra- 
matic moment*that‘meant a tremendous setback for the NWO, which had even gone 
so far as to presenta fake Sting (and insist that the real Sting was with the NWO, too). 


Well, the real deal’s on the right side, Eric 
Bischoff was amazed, but he shouldn’t have 
been. Sting has almost always been on’ the 
right side. 


Thumbs Up to The Undertaker. The new WWF World champ should get a lotof credit 
for defeating “Psycho” Sid at WrestleMania XII ... that is, if you can forget how he 
won. But Undertaker never asked Bret Hart to inteffere_on his behalf and’simply took 
advantage of a situation presented to him. What’s most impressive about The 
Undertaker is his consistency over a long period of timél’Takerwon his first WWF 
World title in 1991. More than five years passed until he won his second. During those 
five years, he was one of the WWE’s most 
consistently excellent competitors. He’s a 
deserving champion. 


Thumbs Up to Tommy Dreamer. Unselfish, mindful of history, and honorable. 
Are these the words you usually think of when describing Tommy Dreamer? 
Probably not, but that has to change in light of Dreamer’s recent actions. When 
ECW Commissioner Tod Gordon signed a three-way match between Dreamer, 
The Sandman, and Stevie Richards to determine who would face heavyweight 
champion Raven at the end of the Barely Legal pay-per-view, Dreamer graciously 


decided to give his spot to Terry Funk, say- 
ing it might be Terry’s last chance to win 
such a major title. What a wonderful way for 
Dreamer to honor his mentor. 


Thumbs Up to Jan Rotten. Actually, we'd like to give a “Thumbs Up” to all the 
wrestlers who participated on the IWA’s Eddie Gilbert Memorial card in 
Louisville in March. Terry Funk, Dory Funk Jr., Tracey Smothers, and Madman 
Pondo were just a few. Most of the Gilbert family was there, too, but it was 
Rotten’s idea to have such a card, and it was the kind of bloody, ultraviolent card 
“Hot Stuff’ would have loved. Ian shed a few tears before the card as he made.a 
speech to the fans and told them about his first meeting with Eddie. Ian loves 
bloody specialty matches, but he has a sentimental side, too. 


12 The Wrestler 


Thumbs Down to Bret'Hart. This was a tough one for us. We certainly don’t like his 
new whining; complaining attitude, and the “Hitman’” is hardly the role model he used 
to be, yet we can’t help but agree with some of the statements he made about not get- 
ting respect. However, his reunion with his brother Owen and brother-in-law Davey 
Boy Smith, was ‘done the’ wrong, way. For a long'time, Bret said he didn’t need the 
rulebreaking members of his-family on his side, but now that he’s a rulebreaker him- 


self, he figures he needs all the help he can 
get. We thought the reunion of the Hartsy if it 
ever happened, would be a joyous occasion. 
We were wrong. 


Thumbs Down to Konnan. While Sting was showing his allegiance to the right side, 
Konnan was acting like nothing more than a turncoat when he agreed to substitute for 
Scott Hall and team with Kevin Nash against The Giant and Lex Luger. Isn’t Konnan 
supposed to be anti-NWO? We thought so, but nothing is certain these days in WCW, 
where the NWO keeps spreading its influences with promises of fame, money, and 
protection. Sadly, many WCW wrestlers seem to fit the old cliche: “We know what 
you are. Now we just have to figure out your 
price.” Apparently, Konnan was for sale, at 
least for one night. 


Thumbs Down to Dean Malenko. What would you do if you suddenly found your- 
self holding a foreign object, one that you didn’t bring into the ring, but got from 
one of your adversaries? Well, if you’re Dean Malenko, you’d just bash Eddy 
Guerrero, then claim the U.S, title. Considering that Malenko is one of the world’s 
finest mat wrestlers, you’d think he’d have wanted to win the belt in a more 
respectable way. Guess again. Malenko should have handed Syxx’s video camera 


to the referee and continued wrestling. 
Instead, he won a tainted championship at 
Uncensored and lost a lot of fans’ respect. 
Tell us, Dean: Was it worth it? 


Thumbs Down to Steve Austin. “Stone-Cold” is simply stone-cold wrong. He lost 
fair and square to Bret Hart at WrestleMania XIII, so why doesn’t he just admit it. 
Austin says he never submitted to Hart’s “sharpshooter”? Well, of course he 
didn’t! Austin was unconscious, and special referee Ken Shamrock had every right 
to stop the match. Somehow, however, the fans allow Austin to get away with his 
whining and complaining. Hart says he’s through with Austin? Well, he should be. 
He beat him fair and square. Here’s one case where Hart is right and Austin is just 
dead wrong. 
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Chicago, IL (Corre- 
spondent—Ed Westerly): 
Thanks to an unlikely assist 


from Bret Hart, The 
Undertaker was able to pin 
“Psycho” Sid to win his sec- 
ond WWF World heavy- 
weight title at WrestleMania 
XIll. Only six days earlier, 
Undertaker had helped Sid 
beat Bret in a cage match. 

Before the match, Hart 
came to ringside to yell at 
Shawn Michaels, who was 
doing commentary, but he 
got power-bombed by Sid 
and ushered out by WWF 
Officials. 

The match finally started 
with Sid and Undertaker 
staring each other down. 
Sid whipped Undertaker into 
the corner and nailed him 
with a splash, then clamped 
on a bearhug, causing 
‘Taker to drop to his knees. The 
fans, however, chanted for him to 
get up. 

Sid then released the bearhug 
and caught Undertaker with a big 
boot to the face, which sent him 
over the top rope and out of the 
ring. They battled outside the ring 
for a while, with Sid picking ‘Taker 
up, dropping him over the ringside 
barrier, and ramming his back into 
the ringpost. 

Sid then rolled him into the ring, 
where he put him in a camel 
clutch. After releasing the hold, he 
legdropped his fallen foe and 
attempted to pin him. 

With each kickout, though, 
Undertaker grew stronger, and he 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


The Undertaker only got a two-count after choke-slam- 
ming “Psycho” Sid at WrestleMania. He got a three-count 
and became the new WWF World champ after Bret Hart 
interfered and distracted Sid 


eventually rallied to take over the 
offense. The fans cheered as he 
threw Sid from the ring and started 
beating on him outside the ring. 
Back in the ring, Sid put Under- 
taker in a chinlock to slow down 
the pace. The pace quickened 
again as both men tried to nail 
each other with boots to the face 
at the same time. Later on, Under- 
taker attempted to “tombstone” 
piledrive Sid, but Sid reversed it 
and gave ’Taker a “tombstone” 
instead. But when Sid covered him 
for a near-fall, "Taker kicked out, 
and Sid threw him to the floor. 
While ‘Taker was outside ithe 
ring, Bret came to ringside and 
whacked Sid with a chair. As Bret 


was getting hauled away, 
Undertaker choke-slammed 
Sid for a two-count. That's 

when Bret returned again, 
distracting Sid as he was 
about to try a power bomb. 

When Sid turned around, 
Undertaker grabbed him 
and “tombstoned” hin and 
got the win, 

In other bouts: The 
Headbangers won a four- 
way match against Doug 
Furnas & Phil Lafon, The 
Blackjacks, and Hen: & 
Phineas Godwinn ... WWF 
Intercontinental champion 
Rocky Maivia pinned The 
Sultan ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley pinned Goldust ... 
WWF World tag team 
champions Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith wrestled 
Big Van Vader & Mankind 
to a double-countout ... 

Bret Hart defeated Steve Austin in 
an “I Quit” match when Austin 
passed out from the pain of Bret’s 
“sharpshooter” .... The Road 
Warriors & Ahmed Johnson de- 
feated Faarooq, Crush, & Savio 
Vega in a Chicago streetfight. 


Duluth, MN, (Correspon- 
dent—Mark Petrich): Harlem 
Heat is trying to make another run 
at the WCW World tag team belts, 
and they probably got one step 
closer to getting a title shot by 
defeating top contenders Meng 
and The Barbarian at the DECC 
Arena. 

Early on, however, Heat missed 

(Continued on page 56) 


INTRODUCING. THE OFFICIAL 
fn HARDCORE HOTLINE 


- ECW Match Results 
¢ Wrestling News From Around The World 
° a interviews ... Uncut & Uncensored! 
». Test your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 


(Nl THE U.S: 1-90 ~A46-4ECW (1800-446. 49 
IN CANADA: 1<900=451-2666 
IN THE.K.: 0897-555-2 33 


IF YOU DIDN'T HEAR IT ON THE ECW bale IT’S NOT TRUE! 
Th i US. . 
Beth in cost per minute 


unr 1 ed pret pro aes Lear 


Q: 


“T have a question for Sunny: I 
was at the Manhattan Center the 
night you and Marlena had the 
arm-wrestling contest, and I know 
you’ve had your problems with 
her lately, but I was wondering if 
you two had worked out whatever 
differences you had since then.” 
—Paul Jordan, New York, NY 

“IT have no problem with 
Marlena, just like I have no 
problem with Sable,” said 
Sunny, “as long as they admit 
the truth—that I am the queen 
of the WWE. As long as I am 
here, I will always be the queen 
of the WWE. I don’t hear about 
all the millions of people down- 
loading Marlena’s picture off 
the internet. The fans out there 
can’t get enough of Sunny. 
Look at all the stupid publicity 
stunts Marlena’s pulled to try 
to get attention. It still makes 


me sick when I think about 
what she did at the first Shot- 
gun Saturday Night. I’m sure 
everyone was as appalled as I 
was. You’d never catch me 
doing something like that. If 
I’m not the queen of the WWF, 
then why did the WWF beg me 
to do a gossip segment on Shot- 
gun? They didn’t ask Marlena, 
did they? As long as she realizes 
that she’s no Sunny, I’m sure 
we can get along fine.” 
eee 


: “I have a question for USWA 


broadcaster Lance Russell: I was 
just reading some of your com- 
ments in the ‘X-Ray’ section of 
THE WRESTLER, and I noticed it 
says you’ve been a wrestling 
broadcaster since 1954. That’s 43 
years. Do you ever get sick of 
doing it?” —Mitchell Raines, 
Nashville, TN 


Sunny and Marlena had their problems during a series of arm-wrestling matches a 
few months ago, but Sunny says she has no gripe with her now as long as Marlena 


admits that Sunny is the queen of the WWF. 
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USWA broadcaster Lance Russell has 
had the pleasure of interviewing Brian 
Christopher many times, and though he 
has been talking to wrestlers and call- 
ing matches for 43 years, he still loves it 
and has no plans to give it up. 


A: “I wouldn’t mind doing it anoth- 
er 43!” Russell joked. “T tell peo- 
ple the same thing a lot of athletes 
tell people when they’re asked 
when they’ll retire. [’ll stop doing 
this when it’s not fun anymore. 
The biggest thrill for me is watch- 
ing all the young guys work their 
way up. Right now we have 
young guys like Flash Flanagan 
and Bobby Bolton in the USWA, 
but it seems like there’s always 
one or two new guys coming in. I 
enjoy seeing these guys develop 
their skills and get more and 
more confident as the months go 
by. ’'m amazed at how much 
someone like Brian Christopher 
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well-rounded athlete that is The 
Inferno Kid that the match he 
counts as his best is one he lost. 

“Yeah, that does seem odd, 
doesn’t it?” Kid says with a grin, 
referring to a 1995 bout he dropped 
to Chris Candido. “But the fact of the 
matter is, | wrestled really, really well 
in that match! So what if | lost. | 
knew deep down that on that night 
in that ring, | was the very best | 
could possibly be.” 

Unexpected contrasts are to be 
expected when it comes to examin- 
ing the blossoming career of The 
Inferno Kid. He’s an aerial wrestler 
who enjoys competing on the mat. 
He is working on collegiate degrees 
in communications and business, 
yet harbors aspirations of making a 
lifelong career on the independent 
circuit. 

Inferno’s wrestling career can be 
traced back to the time, shortly after 
his January 9, 1977, birthdate, when 
he was, quite literally, a kid. 

“| always loved watching wres- 
tling on television ... for as long as | 
remember even being able to watch 
television,” Inferno told THE 
WRESTLER. “There was something 
magical about seeing wrestling on 
television: the lights, the entrance 
music, the commentary, the ath- 
letes, everything. | knew | just had to 
be a part of that someday.” 

Inferno laid the groundwork for 
becoming “a part of that” at the age 
of six, when he began amateur 
wrestling in school in his hometown 
of Albany, New York. 

“Wrestling at six!” Inferno says 
with a laugh. “Man, it’s actually pret- 
ty funny! It’s like watching four-year- 


[a A UNIQUE testament to the 
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Inferno Kid isn't normally the kind of young man who feels the need to talk on and 
on about how great he is. But he has already had a pretty good career on the 
Eastern independent scene. And he’s just 20! 


Whether he’s wrestling on the mat or flying through the air, 

The Inferno Kid has the kind of style that’s setting the sport 

on fire! Pay close attention, because it won’t be long before 
his career is blazing! are 
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olds play soccer, you know? They 
all crowd around the ball and— 
squirt!—out pops the ball and off 
goes the crowd. Then—squirt! It all 
happens again! Well, wrestling at six 


is kind of the same thing: lotS) Ofiesc 
energy and enthusiasm, but ‘not a 


whole lot of finesse.” 


Inferno elbowsmashes Ace 
Darling's arm. Though he's a 
pretty good mat wrestler, 
Inferno’s favorite finisher is a 
“Frankensteiner” executed 
from the top rope. 


Inferno began to investigate 
wrestling schools, and wound up 
studying under several instructors. 
There was the East Coast Pro 
pe dl schoo) fun Dy Gino 


The finesse came over. the next < Crash | he T rm 


nine years, as he honed his skills 


and began to develop his own ‘style Piano 


as his body grew to nearly its cur- 
rent 6'4”, 225-pound sizey 

“| was always a tall kid in school, 
and that was an advantage on the 

at,” Inferno explained, “because | 
was comfortable with my body, and 
| knew how to use my lanky arms 
and legs to their fullest advantage. 
That enabled me to quickly tie up 
my opponents, and made it difficult 
for them to tie me up.” 

While still in his mid-teens, 


‘develop a @ very well- 


rount sf style. | 
feel like my weaknesses were 
strengthened, and my strengths 
were amplified; so that overall I’m at 
a place where | really don’t have 
any significant weak spots. It’s a 
good place to be!” 

Inferno wrestled his debut match 
in upstate New York against Drake 


Debonair in 1998, displaying a style 
that emphasized high-flying maneu- 
vers. Since then, he has wrestled 
along the East Coast and held sev- 
eral titles, most notably the East 
Coast Wrestling Association tag 
team championship with Boogie 
Woogie Brown in 1995 and 1996, 
and the ASWA Intercontinental title 
in 1996. 

“That Intercontinental title win 
was something,” Inferno recalls. “It 
was a triangle match, and | beat 
Devon Storm and Ace Darling to 
capture the belt. You know, it felt 
great beating those guys, especially 
Storm. | can’t stand his attitude; he 
needs to get his head screwed on 
straight.” 

Inferno’s head is certainly 
screwed on straight: He’s currently a 
sophomore at Rowan College in 
Glassboro, New Jersey, and has 
been able to balance his full-time 
studies with his wrestling career. He 
considers his dual degrees a perfect 
compliment to his athletic career. 

“Communications helps me on 
interviews, getting my point across 
and developing my sense of psy- 
chological warfare,” he said. “And 
business, so | can handle my own 
affairs, and not get ripped off by so 
many of the shark managers that 
are out there, especially on the inde- 
pendent circuit.” 

Those managers drool when they 
see Inferno’s potential, particularly 
when he unless 


and afi S that shoul be filled with 
-FamploneHiee and critical acclaim. 
“Of course, it'll be just my luck,” 
Inferno says with a laugh. “I'll proba- 
bly be ignored for the next 15 years, 
then become an overnight suc- 
cess—after two decades of wres- 
tling experience!” Oo 
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JARRETT 


tember, it looked like he’d become the new- 

est member of the New World Order. The 
rumors turned out to be deceiving. When Jarrett 
entered WCW in October, he was on his own. 
But not for long. 

More rumors circulated that The Four 
Horsemen had spoken to Jarrett about taking the 
place of Ric Flair, who had been sidelined with a 
shoulder injury. Then again, appearances said 
otherwise: Flair actually wanted Jarrett to replace 
him against The Giant at Halloween Havoc, but 
the other Horsemen resisted. Flair won out; 


fort JARRETT: GO figure. Back in Sep- 


| Jarrett lost the match by disqualification. Then 
Flair decided Jarrett would make a good 


Horseman. Debra McMichael, Steve's wife, 


) agreed, much to his dismay. 


In a wayward manner of joining the group, 
Jarrett wrestled Chris Benoit, then McMichael. 
Jarrett pinned Benoit at Starrcade ’96. 
Impressive. At SuperBrawl VII, he pinned Mc- 
Michael after hitting him with a steel briefcase. 

So Flair’s intercession eventually paid off: 


» Jarrett became the fifth Horseman. Even more 
| incredibly, he’s teaming with McMichael. 


But by no means does this look like a long- 
term pairing. Their feud with Public Enemy is 


| overshadowed only by their hard feelings for 
) each other. They bicker after almost every 


match, though Jarrett and Debra still get along 
fine. Jeff says he’s the one holding the team 


» together. 


Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum tried to get a 
take on the situation when he sat down with 
Jarrett. 


Who can figure out what’s going on with Jeff Jarrett and the McMichaels? Steve 
McMichael and Jeff regularly team, but they’re always arguing, and Debra 
McMichael seems to be as supportive of Jarrett as she is of her husband. 


Q: Jeff, I have to tell you: I have no is that I’ve been accepted by 


idea what’s going on here. None 
whatsoever. I don’t understand 
the purpose of you teaming with 
McMichael when there’s obvious- 
ly no chemistry between you two. 
: Chemistry? What’s that? 
Chemistry’s a class you take in 
school. It doesn’t have anything 
to do with wrestling. How can 
you say McMichael and I have 
no chemistry? 

: Well, you’re always arguing, and 
it’s pretty obvious that Debra 
McMichael likes you. 

: Forget about that. It’s irrele- 
vant. The only thing that counts 


The Four Horsemen and by the 
leader of the Horsemen himself, 
Ric Flair. Nothing else matters. 
And, besides, did you see what 
we did at Uncensored? Me and 
Steve were together when we 
hammered Public Enemy. That 
was teamwork, my friend, beau- 
tiful teamwork. Nothing like it. 


: So you’re telling me that you feel 


comfortable as a member of the 
Horsemen, despite the initial 
resistance by the other members? 


: What resistance? That wasn’t 


resistance. That was putting me 
through my paces. An organiza- 


tion as great as the Horsemen, 
they don’t accept just anybody. 
You have to prove yourself. I 
proved myself by beating Benoit 
and McMichael, kicking their 
butts clear across the ring. I 
humiliated them. They had no 
choice but to accept me. Why 
wouldn’t they want a member 
who’s going to make their 
group stronger, especially when 
Flair was my biggest backer? 


: It looks like he still is. 
: Ric Flair is a smart man. I think 


he sees a little bit of himself in 
me. We both do the strut pretty 
well, The point is that Ric Flair 
recognized greatness and made 
the proper recommendation to 
the other Horsemen. Now I’m a 
member of the Horsemen and 
the group is stronger than ever. 
In fact, you might say that I’m 
the glue holding them together. 


: I’m sure they'll be pleased to hear 


that. 


A: They know it. They might not 


admit it, but they know it. Of 
course, once Ric comes back in 
full swing, that changes. He’s 
the glue. But for now, I’m doing 
my best. 


: You obviously feel very secure as 


a member of the Horsemen. You 
feel they’ve accepted you com- 
pletely. 


: Yes, absolutely. 
: But you’re constantly bickering 


with McMichael. 


A: I think that comes from experi- 


ence. Steve isn’t an experienced 
wrestler. He’s a football player. 
He’s kind of feeling his way 
around. I’m the experienced 
one in this team, so I figure I 
have more of a responsibility. I 
try to help him along. Like the 
other night, when he was angry 
that I didn’t watch his back 
when Public Enemy came out 
and hit him with the briefcase. 
Sure, it caused us to lose to The 
Amazing French-Canadians, 
but you tell me this: How many 
backs can I watch? I’m looking 
out for myself, and he has to 
look out for himself. You know, 
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we’re a team, but we’re not 
attached at the hip or anything 
like that. He has a responsibili- 
ty, too. Now he knows that you 
always have to keep an eye out. 

Q: Meanwhile, Debra McMichael is 
certainly keeping an eye out for 
you. 

A: Hey, watch what you say. She’s 
a married woman. Steve’s her 
husband. Fortunately, she has 
the ability to separate her per- 
sonal life from her professional 
life. She’s a businesswoman, 
and she knows her wrestling 
history. She knew when I came 
in that Jeff Jarrett is one of the 
greatest wrestlers of all-time, so 

naturally she wanted to associ- 

ate with me and help me be- 
come a member of the Horse- 


) Jarrett earned some re- 
spect from the Horsemen 
when he beat Chris Benoit 
at Starrcade ‘96. Of course, 
that only happened after 
Kevin Sullivan interfered. 


It was the unwavering support of Ric Flair 
that finally gave Jarrett a chance to join 
The Four Horsemen. He insists he has 
been accepted by all the other members. 


men. What’s so bad about that? 

Q: Nothing, I guess, although Steve 
seems to be a little jealous. 

A: He has nothing to be jealous 
about. I don’t want his woman. 
I can get plenty of my own with- 
out infringing on his territory. 

Q: Is that clear with him? 

A: It doesn’t have to be clear with 
him. It’s not something we have 
to discuss. 

: So what do you discuss? 

: Nothing really. There’s nothing 
to discuss. We’re not close 
friends, but we are a team. We 
just feel our way along. 

Q: You know, before you came to 
WCW, there were rumors that 
you were going to join the NWO. 
How close did that come to actu- 
ally happening? 

A: Never close at all. People just 
assumed because I have a histo- 
ry with some of those guys that 
it would happen. I told everyone 
how I felt about Hulk Hogan 
when I got here. It’s still true 
today. Hulk Hogan never did 


a?) 
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anything for Jeff Jarrett or my 
family, and he doesn’t mean 
nothing to me. I want nothing to 
do with him and his little gang. 
They could have offered me mil- 
lions of dollars and I wouldn’t 


* 

Jarrett put forth a tremendous 
effort against The Giant at Hal- 
loween Havoc, even though he 
lost by disqualification. He 
replaced the injured Flair for that 
bout because he thinks so highly 
of the “Nature Boy.” 


have joined them anyway. I'll 
never regret my decision to 
steer clear of them. Anyway, 
then Ric came along and said 
he’d try to get me involved with 
the Horsemen. That sounded 


fine with me, although if the 
Horsemen didn’t come along, I 
was perfectly comfortable moy- 
ing along on my own. I don’t 
really need anybody. 


: Arid if the Horsemen don’t work 


out? 


A: The Horsemen will work out. 


Believe me, I won’t be the first 
to go. 


: Which means? 
: Which means I have people on 


my side. I won’t be the first to 
go. 


: Okay, so I take it from that com- 


ment that you believe there is 
some dissension in the Horsemen, 
and that it’s likely that at least one 
of the Horsemen will break away 
from the group soon? 


: Hey, I never said that. 
: So you’d say everything’s fine 


inside the Horsemen? 


A: We have our problems, but we 


ain’t afraid to air things out 
when it’s necessary. You saw 
the stuff that’s happened with 
us. We’ll get into it right there 
on Nitro in the middle of the 
ring with all the cameras on. 
We don’t care if people hear us 
argue or whatever. We take 
care of the problems and dis- 
putes as soon as they come up. 
That way we can make sure the 
problems don’t get out of hand. 
Me and “Mongo” argue a lot, 
but that’s okay. It’s normal. We 
always get things straightened 
out. 

So if everything’s so wonderful 
with the Horsemen, why did you 
say earlier that you wouldn’t mind 
being on your own? It sounded 
like you were hinting that you 
expected to be back on your own 
soon, 

No, I don’t think that’s true. 
I’m just saying I know I'd be 
okay without the Horsemen. 


: I think I’m more confused now 


than I was at the start of this inter- 
view. I guess it’s as good a time 
as any to wrap things up. 

Okay, but if you got more ques- 
tions, you know where to find 
me. oO 
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ae 
Pian he PANEL ERAMINE § 


OWEN HART & | 
DAVEY BOY SMITH 


Davey Boy Smith and Owen Hart 
double-team Jake Roberts in a cor- 
ner during a tag team match. Are the 
problems between these two broth- 
ers-in-law behind them? Some of 
our panelists don’t think so. 
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pF tf Rs 
Tike .? Sin, 
CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“I tell ya, Davey Boy really has changed since the 
days when | managed him and Dynamite Kid to 
the WWF tag team title. And Owen, you know, | 
don’t know if I’d ever trust him. | still don’t know 
what to think of this team, either. On some 
nights, they look really great. Other nights, it 
ain't so great. Just because Bret Hart got in the 
middle of this, we're supposed to think every- 
thing's all wonderful again. | still say this team 
breaks up by the end of the summer.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has led 13 
different tag teams to a record 17 WWF World tag 
team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 


“Their matches aren't always pretty, darlin’, but 
the results are all that matter. Sometimes | think 
these two go into their matches with two com- 
pletely different strategies. Even since they 
reunited with Bret, | see Owen and ‘Bulldog’ try- 
ing to outdo each other when they're supposed to 
he wrestling as a team. That has to stop. Chem- 
istry is so important, and these two don’t have 
enough of it. They're fine wrestlers, but I’m sur- 
oised they kept the belts this long.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“I've always thought that a little tension between 
tag team partners was good. | had some argu- 
ments with some of the guys | teamed with over 
the years, but that made us better. Makes you 
afraid to screw up because you don’t want your 
partner to bite your head off. Owen and Davey 
Boy were bickering too much for a while, though. 
But | think with Bret Hart on their side, they'll be 
able to keep the peace. | think these guys could 
be the dominant team the WWF is looking for.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


OLE ANDERSON 
“Forget everything that happened between these 
two before the end of March. Bret Hart has them 
working together again. | know everyone else 
goes on about how Owen and Davey Boy still 
ave problems to work out, but that’s a bunch of 
overanalyzed hogwash. The problems are over, 
and the bottom line is they complement each 
other perfectly. The ‘British Bulldog’ is one of the 
strongest wrestlers around, and Owen's a great 
technical and aerial wrestler. It’s all that matters.” 


Ole Anderson, a five-time NWA World tag team 
champion and founding member of The Four 
Horsemen, has been retired for several years. 


HARLEY RACE 

“I’m still not convinced these two wouldn't be bet- 
ter off wrestling singles, but then again, they've 
held the WWF tag team belts for over six months 
now, so they're doing okay. To me, Owen has 
really improved a lot over the last year. You 
might not have noticed it, but | see him using 
more of a variety of moves than he once did. 
Remember how he used to be obsessed with using 
the ‘sharpshooter’? He isn’t that way now. Davey 
Boy could learn some things from him.” 


Harley Race, an nla NWA World champion, 
has also managed top stars like Lex Luger and 
Big Van Vader. 


LANCE RUSSELL 

“| just wonder what's going to happen with the 
WWF's European title in light of what's happened 
with Bret Hart. That's what was getting in be- 
tween Davey Boy and Owen. Owen couldn't get 
over his jealousy that the ‘Bulldog’ had that belt, 
but ‘Bulldog’ still has it. You can’t tell me Owen 
doesn’t still have his eyes on that championship. | 
guess it’s nice that the whole family’s back 
together, but | think Bret and Owen would be bet- 
ter off if they weren't teaming.” 


Lance Russell, a wrestling broadcaster since 1954, 
is now retired. He makes periodic guest appear- 
ances on WMC-TV in Memphis. 
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F YOU HAVEjonly been 
lowing the cdi er of the n 
currently known a 
since he arrived in BCW a few 
years ago, ahd You know nothing 
about hissprevious existence, 
you'll probably be a little 
shocked§b¥ some of the pictures 
we're printing here. 
He wasn’t such a dark, mo- 
rose person who thrived on vio- 
lence and making others suffer. 
Actually, there have been times 
in his career when this man has 
acted downright silly. The 6’1”, 
235-pound native of Short Hills, 
New Jersey, wrestled as Scotty 
the Body in Portland early in his 
career (he made his pro debut in 
February 1988). While there, he 
won the NWA Pacific Northwest 
heavyweight title three times, the 
NWA Pacific Northwest tag team 
title three times, and the TV belt 
once. 
But he gained a lot more 
fame when he took on the identi- 
ty Scotty Flamingo. He used that 
name in both the USWA and 
WCW. In June 1992, he defeated 
Brian Pillman for the WCW light 


heavyweight title and held it for all of 


15 days before losing it to Brad 
Armstrong. One of his big WCW feuds 
was against Johnny B. Badd (Marc 
Mero), a man he was able to beat in 
several boxing matches (he had to 
cheat do so, though). 
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By mid-1993, he decided to try his 
luck in the WWF, and predictably, he 
went with a new name. This time, it 
was Johnny Polo, and this time, he 
was a manager. He brought Adam 
Bomb to the federation, but when that 
relationship didn’t work, he signed 


The Quebecers, who are now 
known as The Amazing French- 
Canadians in WCW. 

He led them to a shocking 
upset of the Steiners for the 
WWF World tag team title in 
September 1993. The match was 
held under “Province Of Que- 
bec” rules, which supposedly 
stipulate that a title can change 
hands if the champions lose by 
countout or disqualification. 
The Steiners lost when the refer- 
ee spotted Scott Steiner using a 
hockey stick Polo had thrown 
into the ring. Polo wrestled only 
occasionally during his WWF 
tenure. 

In early-1995, he arrived in 
ECW as Raven. It has been an 
eventful two years. Two heavy- 
weight title reigns. Three valets 
(Beulah McGillicutty, Kimona 
Wana-Laya, and Lori Fulling- 
ton) discarded. A lot of blood 
shed. Raven has feuded with 
Tommy Dreamer (a childhood 
acquaintance) throughout his 
ECW tenure and even managed 
to turn Sandman’s ex-wife (Lori 
Fullington) and son (Tyler) 
against him for a while. His chief 
flunky, Stevie Richards, left his side a 
few months ago to form the Blue 
World Order. What evil deed will 
Raven do next? We have no idea, but 
we do know he deserves time in our 
“Spotlight.” 


May 1991: 
Raven was 
breaking 
rules long 
before .. 
well, long 
befor 


independent 
cardin § 
Georgia. # 


November1992: 
Here’s what now 


this man actuahi smiled on knee 
interviewed by Al Madril as ope valet, Gi 


boxing match 
with Johnny B. 
Badd (Mare 
Mero). 


August 1995: 
Raven and 
Tommy 
Dreamer have 
been involved 
in maybe the 
most brutal 
ECW feud of 
all-time. 
They've put 
each other 


through tables | = 
many times, § : E Siig January 1997: The Sandman-Raven feud has 
but Dreamer Fy te Sy 9 : gotten very bloody and foo personal. Raven 
has yet to pin ee got help from Sandman’s ex-wife and son 
his rival. : for several mo but they fecently aban- 
doned him. 4 
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MATT BROCK’ S 


HIS WILL SURELY 
come as a surprise to a 
lot of you, but | refused 
to go to the Slammys this year. 
Dave Lenker tried to convince 
me to go by telling me I’d get to 
interview wrestlers away from 
the ring ... in a different setting. 
| was covering the sport 
before he was even born, and 
he’s trying to teach me about 
wrestling journalism. Great. 
But part of me regrets not 
going. Not because of anything 
Lenker said, but because | 
didn’t know until afterward that 
Arnold Skaaland was being 
honored with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Didn’t 
even watch that Slammy gar- 
bage on TV, so | didn’t know 
about the Skaaland thing until 
the day of WrestleMania, when 
some kid from a weekly newspaper 
in Indiana mentioned it to me. He 
had a list of Slammy winners with 
him and asked me who this Amold 
Skal-land guy was. Tried to give him 
the correct pronunciation, but he 
wasn't interested. 


28 The Wrestler 


Bac 


June 1962 


Arnold Skaaland vs. 


Danny McShain 


By the time the match was about 10 minutes old, McShain was in 
control. He had Skaaland down and would soon pin him, but 
Skaaland was happy just to learn a lot about McShain in this bout. 


That really bothered me, be- 
cause I’ve always admired Arnold 
Skaaland, and I’ve always believed 
he deserved everybody’s respect. 
Never too busy to give a reporter a 
few minutes and always likes talking 
about the old days. The guy has an 
unbelievable memory. When the 


Lord above decides it's my time to 
go, I'd suggest letting Arnie do this 
column. 

He still keeps busy today scout- 
ing talent for the WWF. He used to 
do the same thing 30 years ago, but 
not many knew about it. That’s 
because he was an active wrestler 


back then and an unofficial scout. 
Not an outstanding wrestler, mind 
you, but a wrestler with guts. Every 
time a new guy came into the 
Northeast, Skaaland would volun- 
teer to scout him for some of his fan 
favorite friends, particularly Bruno 
Sammartino, whom he managed 
throughout most of his 11 years 
atop the WWWF. 

That didn’t mean he'd take a pad 
and paper and watch the man’s 


matches, It meant he'd get right into 
the ring with him and wrestle him. 
He never really liked talking about it, 
but sometimes | got the impression 
he was just as concemed with find- 
ing out as much as possible about 
the guys as he was with beating 
them. 

Stopped by his dressing room in 
Madison Square Garden one sum- 
. mer night.in ’62 and asked him 
about his match with Danny Mc- 
Shain, a newcomer to the territory. 

“What do you know about Mc- 
Shain?” | asked. 

“’ll be honest, Matt,” he said. 


“Not much. | hear he’s tough, likes 
to mix it up, pretty mean guy. He 
won't be easy to beat, but I'll try out 
everything | know. He could give us 
a lot of problems here, so we better 
start dealing with him right away.” 
That’s Skaaland for you. Un- 
selfish. When he managed Bruno 
and Bob Backlund, he used to stay 
awake into the wee hours putting 
together scouting reports on upcom- 
ing opponents for his men. As a 
WWF talent scout now, he’s always 
worried about what's best for the 
WWF. 
He was right about McShain. He 


Danny McShain hoped he'd be able to 
outbraw! Arnold Skaaland, but 
Skaaland wanted to entice him into 
wrestling mainly a scientific match. 
The two men ended up trading a lot of 
technical holds, 


tried to get Skaaland to trade punch- 
es with him, but Skaaland kept slow- 
ing down the pace. He’d get him into 
tests of strength or maneuver him 
into a headlock or hammerlock. 
McShain, you could tell, was getting 
frustrated. He wanted a fight and he 
got a wrestling match. 

But McShain eventually adjusted 
and gave Skaaland what he want- 
ed. He showed he had a pretty 
decent repertoire, too. 

You had armlocks and leglocks 
reversed, sunset flips, small pack- 
ages, and a little brawling mixed in 
here and there. 

| could tell Skaaland wanted to try 
as many holds out on McShain as 
he could just so he’d be able to see 
how McShain tried to escape every- 
thing. Lasted about 12 minutes 
before McShain pinned him. Looked 
like he had a handful of tights during 
the three-count, but there was no 
replay to check back then. 

Caught up to Arnie afterward, 
and even though he was a tired and 
beaten man, he flashed me a brief 
smile. 

“Good match tonight,” | said. “l 
thought you had him.” 

“Me, too,” he replied, “but | 
learned a lot from this, and that’s 
good.” 

A lot of people have learned an 
awful lot from Skaaland over the 
years. Belated congratulations on 
your award, Arnie. You deserve it. 1) 
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BATTERED 9X4 sat idle 'n 
A: ring. the ever-solemn 
members Of the Nation ot 
Domination ringed the squared 


circle like entranced guardians of 
pain and hate. Minus their leader, 


Faaroog, of course. Ahmed John- 


son, former WWF intercontinental 
champion, entered the Ang amidst 
a meandering staccato chant for 
destruction from the everpreach 
ing, ever-rapping NOD. 

Savio Vega alse jeaped into 
the ring. There was fire in Mis 
eyes as tne winds of Wat swept 
through the arene this night. Yes. 
it was indeed M onday night war. 

A night earlier, Jonnsen nad 
gained ano:ner measure of '- 
yenge against the NOD when ne 
We knov Ahmed Johnson is capable of 
hitting The Sultan with 2 “Pearl River 
plunge” (left) and beating him, and we 
know he was 2 good intercontinenta! 
champion during the prief time in 
which he held the belt (top right), so it 


really makes no sense that he’s not 2 
top contender to any WawF tithe NOW, 


Dineen'Winning | age 


Photo by Gary 
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Wouldn’t you be furious if you had to give up 4 
major title because of a serious injury, then 
were denied chances s to regain it once you had 
recovered? We've seen what Ahmed Johnson 


is like when he’s angry; and we don’t like it 
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pummeled, punetured, and plas- 
tered Faaroog in a Chicago Street 
fight. So, this evening, as Vega 
and Johnson tangled into the dark 
night, Faarooq, uttering little more 
than emply protests, lay in a hos- 
pital bed, hig body battered and 
tortured by the Legion of Doom 
and Johnson. 

Tonight is another chance for 
revenge, for both Johnson and 
Vega. And it is just another chap- 
ter in the long-running feud 
between the NOD and Ahmed. 

Revenge tastes sweetest when 
you are starving—at least that’s 
what is said around the WWF 
halls. For Johnson, however, 
revenge has yet to satisfy his 
voracious appetite. 

“The most explosive WWF ath- 
lete, perhaps ever,” proclaimed 
WWE kingpin Vince McMahon. 
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Johnson pummeled Crush with knees to the 
stomach (above) and piledrived him (right) dur- 
ing the six-man Chicago streetfight at Wres- 
tleMania Xill. His team outclassed the Nation of 
Domination, yet promoters still want him to 
take matches with NOD members. 


Perhaps McMahon, like many 
wrestling fans, only sees John- 
son’s public veneer. Explosive, 
Johnson may be. But his ternper 
and mania these days are as out 
of control as a wind-swept 
California brush fire. And that’s 
not the real Ahmed Johnson. 

But you'd be explosive, too, if 
every day you grew more and 
more frustrated, more and more 
impatient, more and more under- 


mined by forces out of your con- 


trol. Revenge tastes sweetest 
when you are no longer desper- 
ate for revenge, desperate for 
respect, desperate for a title 
shot. 

Over the last year, Johnson has 
transformed from quarry to preda- 
tor back to quatry. He was the 
hunter, the wolf, after Faarooq 
blindsided him with a folding chair, 
smashing one of kidneys and 


nearly crippling him. H@ became 
the hunter in a quest to win back a 
title (WWE Intercontinental) he 
was forced to relinguish because 
his body was too tattered, his kid- 
ney almost useless, his mind tor- 
mented. He was forced to turn 
back from the hunted as I-C 
champ, to the hunter. 

Reluctantly, he has become a 
Starving wolf, desperate to quench 
his hunger. 

What has happened to this 
once-thoughtful, patient fan 
favorite who spent much of his 
free time toiling to improve himself 
mentally, emotionally, and physi- 
cally? How has his platform of tol- 
erance, patience, and honesty 
backfired, costing him perhaps his 
one and only shot at WWF 
Supremacy? 

“He deserves a beating of 
untold proportions.” hissed Crush, 


»s se 


member of NOD. “What he did to 
our leader, Faaroog, won't be for- 
gotten. Ahmed Johnson will get 
what is coming to him.” 

Johnson, meanwhile, hopes 
what he gets is another opportuni- 
ty to wear a gold belt. Since relin- 
quishing the championship months 
ago, Johnson has not been grant- 
ed a single title shot. We have 
seen Mare Mero, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, and now Rocky Maivia 
strutting like peacocks, proud 
holders of the WWF's second 
most important title. 

“There is a certain unofficial 
hierarchy within the WWF,” admit- 
ted a WWF insider. “You pay your 
dues, don’t make trouble, win your 
matches, and soon you get your 
title shot. Ahmed followed that and 
eventually realized the fruits of his 
labor, But his injury not only cost 
him the belt—it shattered the 


- 7 f 
If you notice Johnson wres 
angrier against The Sultan’ 
future, you'll know why he’s 
pray he doesn’t do what Bret Hi 
when he got frustrated. 


chain of hierarchy. Once 
Mero won the belt in the 
tournament, all prior 
rankings and tenure went 
right out the window.” 

Few wrestlers in the 
WWF match brawn with 
guts and heart like Ah- 
med Johnson. Maybe he 
needs to refocus on his 
future. 

Focus? Perhaps there 
is something to that. For 
the first six months of his 
WWF career, Johnson 
ignored the taunts and 
mind games sprung by 
competitors. These days, 
conversely, Johnson is 
constantly distracted by 
Faaroog and the NOD. 
While that happens, the 
Big Four continue to gar- 
ner much of the ee 


oy med has beaten Owen Hart in singles competition 
] ine tins Maybe the only way he'll get a title shot is 
ds a partner and goes after the WWF tag title, 


ation on their er would say. 
“That’s all they ever say,” 
Johnson continued. “| understand 
why | was stripped of the belt, but 
don't you think | deserve another 
shot at it? What do | have to do, 
start a petition and have my fans 
sign it?” 

Maybe, but in the meantime, 
; Johnson's title quest lives on, but © 
Darely. Will he play the next few 
months patiently? Will he continuey 
to diverge from his original game 
plan (to seek nothing but a title) 
while he wages more wars with 
the NOD? Or will he do as Bret 
Hart did—allow the anger and 
frustration. to,build up inside him 
until he finally « explodes? 
2 The WWF had better listen to 
me what Ahmed Johnson-is-saying 
7» now ...or it will tisk seeing anoth- 

su | s will er one lof its hefoes fall from 

come,” Was all one WWF. promot- grace. 0 


1e WWF title. 

ed, these are 
‘the elite, But should we 
also consic ger The Sul- 
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=DREAM MATCH! 2 


Stin 
rh Si 


WCW has its Sting back, and that's very had 


news for the NWO, especially its leader, 
“Hollywood” Hogan. He loves to wear the 
black and white, but his boty will soon be 
black and blue if the “Stinger” gets his way 


By Steve Anderson 


RESTLING HAS SO few 
Wy memorable moments 

nowadays. With fans get- 
ting used to seeing two live two- 
hour shows every Monday night 
and two pay-per-views every 
month, wrestlers need to really do 
something special to get crowds 
really, really excited and pull peo- 

ple out of their se 


over to review the event. He also 
ended what seemed like the 
longest saga in the history of this 
sport: the mystery of the “Stinger.” 

And in doing that, he began a 
saga that might last long only in 
the eyes of “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan. 

For six months, Sting had been 
emerging from dark corners and 
attacking wrestlers of all affilia- 
tions with his trusty baseball bat 


t 


Photos by Bill Apter 


The Uncensored crowd was in a frenzy 
when Sting took some shots at Hulk 
Hogan (above), then used a “Scorpion 
deathdrop” on him (below). Unfortunately 
for Hogan, that probably wasn’t the last 
time he’ll have to meet WCW’s most pop- 
ular athlete. 


his black wrestling attire. 

Now that Sting’s inten- 
tions are clear, formal 
introductions are in order: 
Hogan’s head, meet 
Sting’s bat. Sting’s bat, say 
hello to Hogan’s head. 

“That traitor, that turn- 
coat, that backstabber!” 
Hogan ranted after the 
monumental occasion. 
“After all I've done for him! 
He could have been one of 
the elite, an icon-in-the- 
making. | made him the 
star that he is today. He’d 
be nothing without me or 
the NWO, brother.” 

Sorry, “Hollywood,” but 
you didn’t make Sting a 
star, but you are at least 
partially responsible for 
Sting’s actions today. 

Hogan’s heinous rule- 
breaker turn last July hurt 
Sting a lot. And in Sep- 
tember, the NWO dumped a 
truckload of salt into his 
open wound. As Sting 
returned home from a tour 
of Japan and tuned into 
Nitro, he witnessed a bizarre 
sight: the sight of Sting turn- 
ing against WCW in the infa- 
mous fake Sting debacle. 

He felt that this case of 
mistaken identity would be 
easily solved, But when he 
approached his best friend, 
Lex Luger, six nights later at Fall 
Brawl and explained that it had to 
have been a fake Sting, he was 
Stunned when Luger (and every- 
one else in WCW) didn’t believe 
him. After that night, Sting 
stopped talking to and hanging 
around with his WCW friends. 

By pulling off such a scam, 
Hogan created this maudlin 


Frankenstein. Now, finally, he 


nat, 


nt Sgt 
Ee) 


It was only about 18.months ago 
tled each other for the first (and so 
it happens, they won't be using wristlocks on each other, It'll 
be much more intense and violent. 


Re i : ha 
that Hogan and Sting wres- 
far only) time. The next time 


“I guess | never realized how 
traumatized he truly was,” re- 
marked Luger. “He had all of this 
building up inside of him for the 
longest time. My betrayals and the 
betrayals of some of his other 
friends. | guess one man can only 
take so much. 

“l've spoken to Sting, and he 
just wants to remain quiet for now. 


He will talk to 


Photo by Rick Diamond 


take down Hogan. Although Sting 
appeared publicly with the group 
for a few weeks, he was never 
with them for strategy meetings or 
during social gatherings. Not once 
the various members of the NWO 
hear him speak, but they didn’t 
bother to try to find out why. They 
were more concerned with flaunt- 
ing their new acquisition. 

Then that acquisition took his 
bat and used it on them. He 

fone 


Lex Luger and Sting are back on good 
terms again, and Sting has even let his 
friend use one of his bats (above). But 
if you’re with the NWO, which Randy 
Savage is, you don’t want to mess with 
the “Stinger” now (right). 


WCW-NWO war, this is hardly a 
battle between two organizations. 
This is a very personal issue that 
Sting wants to resolve, needs to 
resolve. 

“The NWO may be a gang of 
gutless thugs, but | know Sting 
wants to do this by himself,” said 
The Giant. “He does not want help 
from WCW. He wants Hogan 
alone so there are no excuses 
when Hogan gets his butt kicked 
all the way to Hollywood.” 

But lately, “Hollywood” has 
been chock full of excuses. Ex- 
cuses for the failures and short- 
comings of the NWO. Excuses for 
the looming dissension that has 
already started. He is not in any 
hurry to face his former friend, so 
he 


someone who didn’t have his back 
turned? He’s a freak and a punk. 
He can wait in line. I’m a fighting 
champion, man.” 

When Hogan signed with WCW 
in 1994, we all eagerly anticipated 
the dream match between the 
two. Hogan was so closely associ- 
ated with the WWF. Sting was 
WCW’s franchise. When it finally 
happened on Nitro in November 
1995, the shortness of the bout 
and outside interference spoiled 
that dream. 

Now the anticipation for their 
second encounter is even greater. 
But no one is anticipating it more 
than Sting. He longs for the day 
when he can get his hands on the 
traitorous WCW World champion. 

And just imagine what he could 
do with that bat. O 


The Slammy 
Awards on Friday, 
a Charity fashion 

show on ay 
Saturday, i 
WrestleMania XIII 7 


This year, the 
WWF’s bones: 


weekend 


By Dave Rosenbaum — 


F YOU CAN remember celebrit 

managers such as Cyndi 

Lauper, professional football — 
players surrounding the ring, and 
a band singing its ode to Law- 
rence Taylor, you can appreciate 
what happened this March. Re- 
member Mr. T’s boxing match at 
WrestleMania II? Doink and Dink 
at WrestleMania X? All the glitz, 
glamour, and sideshow distrac- 
tions that marked the previous 12 
WrestleManias? Fireworks, celeb- 
rities at ringside, and the WWF’s 
hype machine in full force? 

: Forget ihe sideshow Junk; v8 The top three choices 
said. “Put it aside. Just give us center), and Sunny (abo 
wrestling.” so it was tough to pick a 


), Marlena (above 
od in bathing suits, 
‘otes. 
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- The charity fashion show held the day before WrestleMania ended 
with everyone involved getting up and signing a version of the 
Village People’s “Y.M.C.A.” A touching moment. 


ctece 9 RENEE ET 


a ee 


Flash Funk’s Funkettes were also up for Miss Slammy. They didn’t win, of course, but 
they sure showed they could dance. 
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And then you forgot the thought 
because for the past decade, the 
WWF has been all about glitz, 

_ glamour, and sideshow distractions. 

Then came XiIll. It might not 
have been the greatest Wrestle- 
Mania ever, but at least it was three 
hours of nonstop, pure wrestling 
without any of the frivolous 
escapades that had marked previ- 
ous WrestleManias. 

The WWF dispatched with that 
stuff the day before. 

WrestleMania XIII, held on 
March 23 at the Rosemont Horizon 
in Chicago, was the main event. 
The show. 

But the sideshows were shows 
in themselves: The Slammy 
Awards on Friday night, and the 


Goldust and Marlena each got a Slammy when they won for 
Best Couple (above), while Ahmed Johnson got to present 
Rocky Maivia with the Slammy for 1996 New Sensation of the 
Squared Circle (left) ... after taking a shot at Steve Austin. 


WWF's first celebrity fashion show 
Saturday night at the Weston 
O'Hare Hotel in Chicago. 

These were two days of wres- 
tling fans getting the opportunity to 
see wrestlers in different situa- 
tions—lighter, more humorous set- 
tings—before seeing them doing 
what they were supposed to be 
doing on Sunday. WrestleMania is 
no longer just a day, it's a weekend. 
And this year it was worth arriving 
early. 

The Slammys are one of those 
events wrestling purists can do 
without. It’s half sendup, half seri- 
ous, and pure entertainment. The 
WWF held two Slammys in the 
1980s, then stored the event in the 


d , Model Cindy Margolis attended the Slammys with Rocky Maivia and was victimized 
closet until last year, when it took by one of Doink the Clown’s wacky pranks. He zapped her with silly spray. 
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appropriate advantage of Wrestle- 
Mania’s setting in Southern 
California. After another well- 
received ceremony in Chicago, it 
looks like the event is here to stay. 

Decide for yourself whether 
that’s good or not, but we'll tell you 
right now that serious WWF fans 
needed to pay attention to the 
Slammys, which were aired lived on 
the USA Network. Stuff happened. 

For example, Ahmed Johnson 
initially announced “Stone-Cold” 
Steve Austin as the winner of the 
1996 New Sensation of the 
Squared Circle Award. Naturally, he 
was taking a dig at Austin, whose 
been in the sport since 1989. The 
real winner, as chosen by the fans, 
was Rocky Maivia, but Austin didn’t 
like Johnson making a joke at his 
expense. 

“He’ll pay for that joke,” Austin 
said. “What gives that piece of trash 
the right to say anything about me? 
| did more in my rookie year than 
he'll ever hope to do in a lifetime.” 

Not surprisingly, the classic 
“Ironman” match between Bret Hart 
and Shawn Michaels at Wrestle- 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley was happy to accept the 
Slammy for Best Hair Day. He and Chyna, however, 
didn’t get much fan support in the Best Couple voting. 
We can’t imagine why. 


Mania XII won Match of the Year; 
surprisingly, the rivals both came up 
to accept the award. 

“| know I'll take heat for this,” 
Michaels said, recalling the result of 
the match. “But | won.” 

Hart shot him a glare, and three 
nights later on Raw, the heat 
between Michaels and Hart would 
intensify. 

Then there was the 
usual WWF nonsense, 
like Tommy Lee—the 
rock star—being nomi- 
nated for the best tattoo 
award, Bill and Hillary 
Clinton being nominat- 
ed for Best Couple, 
Kramer of the TV show 
Seinfeld being nominat- 
ed for Loose Screw, 
and Howard Stern 
being nominated for the 
Larry Flynt Freedom of 
Speech Award. Ob- 
viously, the WWF's 
sense of humor fre- 
quently lacks depth. 

But let’s face it: The 
Slammy’s aren’t exactly 
an exercise in educa- 
tional TV; in fact, they fit 
right in with The Big 
Date, Silk Stalkings, 
and other USA Network 
programs. Sable was 
with the program when 


TV talk show host | 
Chet Coppock got to | 
emcee the fashion | 
show. He was dres- | 
sed just a little more 
: p conservatively than 


The Honky Tonk Man. 


she came out in a skimpy one-piece 
bathing suit that covered very little; 
not surprisingly, she was named 
Miss Slammy. 

Sable cut an enticing figure the 
following afternoon, too, when the 
WWE held its fashion show for the 
Halas-Payton Foundation, which 
benefits inner-city youth in Chicago. 
For the fans, this was a chance to 
see wrestlers wearing something 
other than sweatshirts and ring 
attire. 

Flash Funk, The Headbangers, 
The Honky Tonk Man, Dok Hendrix, 
Sunny, Bart Gunn, Aldo Montoya, 
Bob Holly, Henry and Phineas 
Godwinn, Goldust and Marlena, and 
Marc Mero.and Sable cruised the 
runway wearing clothing from area 
stores. Holly came out in a football 
uniform, Sable modeled a leather 
dress, Sunny wore short shorts and 
a halter top, and The Headbangers 
wore pajamas. 

TV sports personality Chet 
Coppock hosted the event, which 
raised $3,000. 

Clearly, the WWF has gone the 
way of other major sporting 
events, such as the Super Bowl, 
by offering something to fans who 
couldn’t get a ticket to the main 
event. WrestleMania is no longer 
just the biggest Sunday of the 
wrestling year. Now it’s the big- 
gest weekend, too. oO 
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STRIPPED 
OF THEIR 


DIGNITY: 


Dallas and Kimberly Page were proud that they were 
asked to pose for Playboy's Nude Celebrities, but they 
weren't happy with the way Randy Savage and Elizabeth 
showed off the pictures at Uncensored (below). And they 
grew even madder after the infamous spray-painting inci- 
dent (right). 
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Ca Kimberly 
& JIDDF Ever 
Re-Cover? 


Kimberly and “Diamond” Dallas Page thought they 

were posing for a classy magazine when they were 

invited to appear in Playboy’s Nude Celebrities. But 
Randy Savage and Elizabeth stripped the veneer from 
their appearance and left Kimberly and Page red-faced 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE IDEA WASN'T to be- 
| come more famous or 
make a big deal out of the 
thing. “Diamond” Dallas Page 
and his wife, Kimberly, received 
an invitation from one of the 
most famous magazines in the 
world, and they saw no reason 
to refuse it. They didn’t even dis- 
cuss the pros and cons of the 
situation for very long. 
Playboy asked. They agreed. 
The name of the magazine 
was Playboy's Nude Celebrities, 


which in itself was an entice- 
ment. If your name is Dallas 
Page and one year ago you 
were virtually out of wrestling 
and begging for a job as a part- 
time clerical aid, being consid- 
ered approached by Playboy is 
an honor. It makes you pause 
and realize how far you've 
come. And if you’re Kimberly, 
undoubtedly one of the most 
beautiful women in the world, 
the idea of showing off your 
beautiful body doesn’t seem so 
unnatural. It seems just right. 
But Kimberly and Page didn’t 


consider the consequences of 
their actions. 

They forgot that the wrestling 
community is extremely conser- 
vative and reluctant to change. 
They failed to realize how little 
the sport has changed over the 
past 50 years and to remember 
that virtually everything that hap- 
pens in wrestling is viewed in 
black and white terms, with no 
gray areas. 

That's why, one day last year, 
Kimberly and Page stepped into 
a photo studio and revealed 
themselves to the world. Kim- 
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Savage might have to take many beat- 
ings like this one in the near future. If 
he had just embarrassed DDP, it would 
be one thing, but Savage also went after 
DDP’s wife. 


berly did, at least. Page wore a 
towel. And even after they had left 
the studio that day, they didn’t 
realize the impact of what they 
had done. 

“It was a wonderful thing,” 
Kimberly said. “This was some- 


Thus far, the matches between Page and Savage have featured a lot 
of brawling both inside and outside the ring. They’re not trying to 
outwrestle each other. This feud has gotten too personal. 
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thing | had dreamed about my 
entire life. Posing for Playboy is 
an honor. It’s one of the classiest 
magazines in the world, and I’m 
glad | did what | did.” 

Of course, not everybody 
viewed it that way, as Kimberly 
and Page discovered at WCW 
Uncensored. 

Page knew he shouldn’t have 
left her alone, not even for a 
minute. It was a stupid mistake 
considering how many enemies 
he had made over the past few 
months and the ever-presence of 
the New World Order. Here they 
were at WCW Uncensored, the 
most dangerous and outrageous 
card of the year, and he left her 
alone. Kinda stupid. 

The thing was, he didn’t sus- 
pect a thing. He thought Randy 
Savage was steering far clear of 
him, staying out of his way. 

“Savage refuses to acknowl- 
edge me,” Page told Gene Oker- 


= 
> 
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lund and the pay-per-view audi- 
ence. “Macho,’ if you’re that much 
of a Savage, snap into this!” 

At this point, Savage and 
Elizabeth came sashaying out, 
and Page should have suspected 
immediately that something was 
wrong. They were smiling, laugh- 
ing, almost too eager to get into 
Page’s face. And when Savage 
apologized for misjudging Page 
and pulled out a copy of Playboy’s 
Nude Celebrities, Page’s face 
turned ashen. 

“| have here a copy of Play- 
boy’s Nude Celebrities,” Savage 
wickedly taunted. “Your wife is the 
centerfold!” 

What bothered Page the most 
wasn't that Savage held up the 
magazine for everybody to see. 
And it really ticked him off when 
Kimberly stumbled onto the stage 
with NWO spray-painted over her 
body, and when Savage attacked 
him and continued the artistic 
humiliation. No, he could deal with 


all that. The paint would come off. 
He and Kimberly would fight back. 

What bothered him the most 
was how Savage made the maga- 
zine appearance seem so repul- 
sive, bringing it down to its lowest 
level, as if they had posed for the 
filthiest pornographic magazine. 
Elizabeth being there, providing a 
woman's scorn for another woman, 
made it seem even worse. So bad, 
in fact, that it made Page wonder: 
Did we do the right thing? 

Here there was no gray area. 
Only black and white. This was 
like dining at a five-star restaurant, 
then finding out that Ronald 
McDonald was the chef. Once the 
class is removed, it can never be 
returned. The veneer is gone. 
Only the basic facts matter: Kim- 
berly posed nude. Page posed 
alongside her. The humiliation is 
final and complete. 

“Diamond” Dallas Page never 
thought he had to answer to any- 


Savage is very proud of 
what he did to Page and 
his wife, and he thinks 
he can handle anything 
DDP throws at him in 
the ring. He might beat 
Page a few times, but 
Page is determined to 
ultimately get the best 
of this feud. 


Page could probably find some way to humiliate Elizabeth as a way of retaliating 
against Savage, but if he did that, he’d just be lowering himself to Savage’s level. 
He’d rather just give the “Macho Man” a beating. 


one else or explain himself. He 
still has his fans, and they'll stand 
by his side for as long as he acts 
the way they want him to act, 
which means for as long as he 
takes on the NWO. Kimberly, too. 
She’s with Page, so that makes 
her okay, no matter what she did. 
But how can they get over what 
Savage has done? They never 
meant to turn their posing into a 
national story. Roughly 250,000 
copies of the magazine were sold. 
If wrestling fans bought it and saw 
their picture, fine. lf not, fine. Page 
and Kimberly never had any inten- 
tion of going around boasting, “We 
posed for Playboy.” Then Savage 
held up the magazine like a 13- 
year-old boy gawking at naked 


ladies and, for some reason, it 
hurt. Why? Who knows? It just 
didn’t make any sense. 

But it did hurt, so Page was left 
with a choice. He could go digging 
up some dirt on Savage and 
Elizabeth. Maybe get those pho- 
tos Ric Flair once promised of 
himself and Liz, back when they 
were in the WWF. Or maybe he 
could go to court and acquire the 
papers from Savage and Eliza- 
beth’s divorce, complete with the 
messy details. 

There’s only one thing he can't 
do, and that is to let it pass. Re- 
venge must come, and it must be 
complete. He has to do this for 
himself. But most of all, he has to 
do it for Kimberly. oO 
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NUKA BEATS MANIAC FOR 


ie Many champions, siants, 
>) and death-defying high- 
, fiyers have been unable to 


defeat Jimmy Snuka. 
Metal Maniac may not fit 
into those categories, but 


iu 


he has been “Superfly’s 

most persistent rival ever. 

That may prove to be his 
key to victory 


By Harry Burkett 


We’ll give Metal Maniac some 
credit. His rear chinlock has given IMMY SNUKA CINCHED 
Ha aut auakere ft Bess pach Je side headlock he was | 
sei has given Maniac probibnie, applying on Metal Maniac’s 
too (above). A Jot of problems. - cranium. Feeling the pressure of 
; his opponent's vice-like strength, 
» Maniac yanked Snuka’s long, 
\ black hair. Then, as he backed 
* toward the ropes, Snuka re- 
| leased the hold and whipped | 
! Maniac across the ring. A flying 
bodypress caught him on the 
rebound. 
The fans in the small New 
_ Jersey gym could sense what 
was coming next. Snuka lifted 
Maniac and delivered a devas- 
- tating over-the-knee backbreak- 
= er. The Fiji Islands native tossed 
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his head back, glared wildly at the 
crowd, and climbed to the top 
turnbuckle, 

Perched on the top rope, he 
flashed his famous peace sign. 
Then “Superfly” soared through 
the air, landing square atop his 
victim’s chest. At the count of 
three, the fans went wild. 

So have thousands of fans in a 
slew of cities throughout the 
Northeast. In fact, no one can 
remember a time when a Snuka- 
Maniac match didn’t end this way. 
The finishing maneuvers and pin- 
ning combinations may have var- 
ied, but every bout has ended with 
Snuka’s hand raised in victory. 

Researchers find that statistical 
trends often give insights into 
information that would otherwise 
go unnoticed. The Snuka-Maniac 
phenomenon is no different. Many 
fans of the Northeast independent 
circuit can probably recall watch- 
ing Snuka beating Maniac at least 
one time, or two times, or three 
times ... 


Oh, well, you get the picture. 
Deja vu all over again ... and 
again. 

It isn’t until one realizes that 
almost everyone has seen Snuka 
defeat Maniac that everything 
starts to become clear. An im- 
promptu research session at the 
offices of THE WRESTLER shed 
more light on the situation. 

“Our offices receive mat results 
from all over the world, and we 
publish the results in columns like 
‘Correspondents Reports’ and 
PWI's ‘Arena Reports,’ and we 
also use them to help compile the 
official ratings,” said Editor-in- 
Chief Dave Lenker. “We reviewed 
records from over the past few 
years and found Snuka had wres- 
tled Maniac a mind-boggling 85 
times. 

“Keeping in mind that we don’t 
receive results from every 
single card—and using a 
statistical curve—I think it’s 
safe to say that Snuka has 
defeated Maniac at least 


100 times, if not more.” 

Sure, racking up so many con- 
secutive victories is a dynamite 
boost to Snuka’s win-loss record, 
but what's in it for Maniac? And, 
more to the point, why hasn’t he 
been able to secure at least one 
win? . 

When confronted with our find- 
ings, Metal Maniac was, well, 
downright maniacal. “What do you 
mean?!” he screamed as he 
kicked a locker door. “Okay, fine. 
He beat me 100 times. You know 
what? | don’t care! I’m better!” 

Considering the number of 
chances Maniac has had to 
devise a winning strategy, one 
can understand why he has such 
a loose grip on reality. But is it 
possible for Maniac to reverse this 
losing streak? “Possible? Pos- 
sible? Of course, it’s possible!” he 


You'd think after wrestling Snuka 
100 times, Maniac would know when 
to expect a leapfrog. He says he’s 
getting closer to beating him, but he 
might not get many more chances. 
Snuka will likely retire soon. 


Snuka’s been wrestling professionally for almost three full decades, but those chops to 
the chest that:he uses still hurt. Maniac.needs to figure out a way to avoid those! 
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A few suggestions for Maniac: | 
Instead of using wristlocks to 
wear down the “Superfly” 
(below), why not target his legs? 
And just imagine what, you 
could do if you caught Snuka in 
mid-air when he tried a flying 
bodypress on you (right). 


yelled. “Every time, | get a little 
closer. And | study tapes on the 
guy all the time. 

“You saw me tonight. | pulled 
Snuka to the ropes and was ready 
to deliver one of my devastating 
powerslams. Then that no-good 
cheat grabbed my tights, poked 
me in the eyes, then hit me with a 
foreign object! When | cleared the 
cobwebs, | saw the referee raising 
his hand. | can’t get a break!” 

What? Frankly, that series of 


events didn’t resemble anything - 


that happened on the night in 
question. Perhaps it was Maniac’s 
frustration talking. 

“No! | know exactly what I’m 
talking about,” he continued. “Get 
a tape and play it real slow. You'll 
see I’m telling the truth.” 

lf Maniac truly is on the verge 
of victory, shouldn’t Snuka start 
feeling the heat? Surely, the WWF 
Hall of Famer isn’t worried about 
actually /osing to Maniac. Or is 
he? Wiping his scarred forehead 
with a towel, Snuka was more 
than willing to share his thoughts 
on the subject. 


“Bruddah, you're forgetting one 
thing,” he said. “That Maniac’s a 
tough customer. | just make it look 
easy. Maniac gives me everything 
he’s got every time we’re in there. 
As long as he keeps coming at 
me, though, I'll put him back in his 
place.” 

Some observers of the inde- 
pendent scene have noticed 
Maniac’s relentless pursuit of 
Snuka. In some quarters, the man 
with the crazy face paint is earn- 
ing a little respect. 

“You've got to give ol’ Metal- 
head an A+ for his determination, 
and dedication,” said Capt. Lou 
Albano, who managed Jimmy 
Snuka in the WWF during the 
early-1980s. “He’s like Wile E. 
Coyote trying to blow up the 
Roadrunner every night. But 
‘Superfly’ is just too talented to 
lose to Maniac. That crazy Coyote 
can use all the nitroglycerin-laced 
birdseed or Acme rocket launch- 
ers he wants, but that bird’s still 
going to send him over the cliff.” 

Salvatore Sincere has watched 
several of the Snuka-Maniac con- 


tests. He thinks the idea of a 
Maniac victory is very intriguing. “l 
will tell you my honest opinion, 
without fear or favor,” he said. “It 
may not seem like it, but | can see 
that Maniac learns something 
from every match. Soon, he will 
be able to predict Snuka’s every 
move. 

“One of these nights, he may 
sidestep a dropkick or even roll 
out of the way when Snuka does 
his ‘Superfly’ dive. To Maniac, just 
one victory over a legend like 
Snuka would make up for all those 
100 losses.” 

Not surprisingly, Maniac agreed 
with Sincere’s analysis. “Even 
though Snuka breaks all the rules 
and manages to get his hand 
raised,” he said, “I have proven 
my dominance. And just to prove 
all you critics wrong, I’m going to 
pin that coward in the middle of 
the ring if he’s got the guts to face 
me again! You say he’s beaten 
me 100 times? Well, if the odds 
are 100-1, I’ll beat him next time!” 

Maybe so, but our money’s on 
the “Superfly.” Oo 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
Could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
fo enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWFI You are 
advised what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are 
and how to better those odds! Explains many ‘in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 
schools * Tels you where to order boots, 
tigtts, etc. N U.S. and UK. » Charge i! te 


New Chapter all about the NWO! | aay 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 
Price of book is only $15, including postage! 


Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 
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‘ MOVING? 


| Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice 

Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue 
to service your subscription promptly. 
Check the magazine(s) listed below you 
subscribe to: 

[_] PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 

[_] THE WRESTLER 

[_] INSIDE WRESTLING 

[_] WRESTLING SUPERSTARS /WRESTLE AMERICA 
(_}PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 


OLD ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


NEW ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 


CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 910 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


he’s not getting a fair shake 
from the WWF officials. 
| think it's time for Bret to 
stop complaining and whining 
about everything and handle 
things the way Shawn would: 
in the ring, against the person 
who is bothering him the most 
at the time. If it comes to a 
match between Bret and 
Shawn or anyone else, | pray 
Bret wins. Otherwise, we'll 
have to listen to him complain 
even more. 
JEWEL CRONIN 
Boston, MA 


BETTER WITH 
THE NWO 

| think Randy Savage made 
a wise move by joining the 
NWO. In his prime, the “Macho 
Man” was one of the top stars 
in the sport. After conquering 
the independents, Savage trav- 
eled to the WWF, where he 
undoubtedly enjoyed his great- 
est success. During his WWF 
tenure, Savage captured both the 
World and Intercontinental titles. 
After early success in WCW, 
Randy became overshadowed by 
superstars like Lex Luger, The 
Giant, and Sting. These guys took 
away his attempts at regaining 
glory. 

As with Hulk Hogan, the “Ma- 
cho Man’s” last chance for mean- 
ingful success can only come as a 
rulebreaker. Along with his devi- 
ous cohorts, Savage will likely 
cause problems for WCW's 
favorites. Perhaps “Diamond” 
Dallas Page's “Diamond cutter” 
will remedy Savage's disturbing 
attitude problem. 

STAN LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, NJ 


TEAM ON THE RISE 

It's about time The Head- 
bangers finally got some recogni- 
tion in the WWF. They are the 


The Headbangers, Thrasher and Mosh, aren’t 
often named as one of the world’s best tag 
teams, but reader Jeremy Potter believes 
they’re the best young duo in the WWF. 


best young tag team in the WWF 
today, and |’m glad to see that 
they are getting some exposure. | 
have seen them wrestle many 
times here in Michigan on inde- 
pendent cards, and their skills 
have impressed me. Mosh and 
Thrasher may be a bit strange, but 
| think this is just part of their 
game plan. 
| hope The Headbangers are 
given a chance to show what they 
are able to do and aren't pigeon- 
holed as a mid-level team. They 
have way too much talent for that. 
If given a chance, | think they 
might just be the team that saves 
the dying WWF tag team division. 
JEREMY POTTER 
Detroit, MI (7 
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* CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 


* ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! 
* MAILING ADDRESSES! 


* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! 
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* THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 


* UPDATED DAILY/ 24 HOURS! 


* new! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE! * PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


Artist 

AC/DC 

Accept 

Ace Frehley 
Adam Ant 
Aerosmith 
Alanis Morisette 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Barenaked Ladies 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Better Than Ezra 
Big Head Todd/ Monsters 
Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 
Biohazard 

Bjork 

Black Crowes 
Black Sabbath 
Blind Melon 
Blues Traveler 
Bon Jovi 
Breeders 
Brother Cane 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bulletboys 

Bush 

Candlebox 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 


2791 
2853 
2871 
3262 
3265 
6283 
2691 
7681 
3332 
3331 
3341 
2353 
3371 
3461 
3462 
3651 
3733 
3871 
3242 
6227 
2671 
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Counting Crows 
Cracker 

Cranberries 

Crash Test Dummies 
Crowded House 


Cry of Love 
The Cult 

The Cure 
Danger Danger 
Danzig 

Dave Matthews Band 
David Bowie 
David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 
Def Leppard 
Deicide 

Del Amitri 
Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dokken 

Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edwin McCain 
Elvis Costello 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Clapton 
Everclear 
Extreme 

Face To Face 
Fight 

Filter 
Firehouse 

Foo Fighters 
Garbage 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Go Go's 

Goo Goo Dolls 
Grateful Dead 
Gravity Kills 
Green Day 
Guns N’ Roses 
GWAR 
H.O.R.D.E. Tour 


4651 
4663 
6665 
4631 
4691 
4761 
5224 
5374 
7622 
2831 
6725 
7282 
6351 
5831 
5462 
5461 
5472 
5674 
5242 
5721 
5387 
5633 
5484 
5651 
5871 
6275 
7931 
6321 
6322 
6241 
3841 
6354 
6382 
6443 
6463 
6631 
6672 
6682 
6681 
6721 


Hole 

Hootie & the Blowfish 
Ian Moore 

Indigo Girls 

INXS 

Iron Maiden 
Jackyl 

Jesus & Mary Chain 
Jill Sobule 

Jimmy Buffett 
Joan Osborne 

Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 

King Crimson 
King’s X 

Kiss 

Korn 

L.A. Guns 

Lenny Kravitz 
Letters To Cleo 
Lisa Loeb 

Live 

Lollapalooza Tour 
Luscious Jackson 
Marilyn Manson 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Puppets 
Meatloaf 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Melvins 

Metallica 

Mighty M. Bosstones 
Ministry 

Moody Blues 
Morrissey 

Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Big 


6832 
6951 
6371 
6331 
9682 


Mudhoney 

My Life w/ Thrill Kill Cult 
Natalie Merchant 
Ned's Atomic Dustbin 
Neil Young 

Nine Inch Nails 
Nirvana 

NRBQ 

Oasis 

Offspring 

Ozzy Osbourne 
PJ. Harvey 

Page/ Plant 
Pantera 

Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 
Phil Collins 
Phish 

Pink Floyd 
Poison 

Porno For Pyros 
Presidents of the USA 
Primus 

Queen 
Queensryche 
R.E.M. 
Radiohead 
Ramones 

Rancid 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Rusted Root 
Santana 
Scorpions 
Sepultura 

Seven Mary Three 
Silverchair 

Skid Row 

Slash’s Snakepit 


7523 
7524 
7621 
7643 
7661 
7683 
7682 
7722 
7746 
7826 
7831 
6452 
8242 
7842 
7863 
7841 
8321 
6841 
8371 
8372. 
8432 
8431 
8621 
8622 
7381 
8662 
8722 
8741 
8971 
8221 
8362 
8451 
8743 
8262 
6341 
8461 
9272 
9331 
9441 
9371 
6251 


Slaughter 

Slayer 

Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 

Sonic Youth 

Soul Asylum 
Soundgarden 
Spacehog 

Spin Doctors 
Stabbing Westward 
Steely Dan 

Steve Miller 

Steve Vai 

Sting 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suicidal Tendencies 
Tears For Fears 

Ted Nugent 

Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

They Might Be Giants 
Toad the Wet Sprocket 
Toadies 

Tom Petty 

Tool 

Traffic 

Trixter 

Type O Negative 

U2 


UFO 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Unge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
Warrant 

Weezer 

White Zombie 
Yes 
YngwieMalmsteen 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! (if your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700' 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Call 3 min. 
©1996 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


t's Permission. Avg. 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


Regal. Regal had put laukea in 
the “Regal stretch” after laukea 
tried to save Rey Misterio Jr. 
from a similar fate. It took Dragon 
only about three minutes to win 
the belt. Why didn’t laukea ask 
promoters if he could postpone 
the match until he was healthy? 

“I guess | used pretty lousy 
judgment,” the rookie said. “The 
attending doctor warned me not to 
take the match, but | really thought 
| had a chance at beating him 
even with the injury. | guess since 
everything was going so good for 
me lately, | started to feel like | 
couldn’t lose. It won’t happen 
again.” 

“| show no mercy,” Dragon said. 
“The man had a lot of guts to get 
into the ring injured. | commend 
him for that. However, even if he 
was 100 percent healthy, | would 
have beaten him anyway.” 

Julio Sanchez is wearing the 
IPWA light heavyweight belt after 
a victory over Mark “The Shark” 
Schrader. By the way, Julio re- 
cently lost the Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling heavy- 
weight belt to Cheetah Master ... 
The Iron Sheik is feuding with the 


Prince laukea (above) was confident 
going into his April 7 match with Ultimo 
Dragon (right) even though he had been 
injured earlier on the card by Lord 
Steven Regal. He now regrets not ask- 
ing to have the match postponed. 
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Steve McMichael is always willing to use his steel 
briefcase as a weapon in the ring, but sometimes it 
gets used against him or his tag team partner, Jeff 
Jarrett. Jarrett has seen enough of it already. 


IPWA’s Cueball Carmichael ... 
The Bruz Brothers (not to be 
confused with The Bruise 
Brothers) have hired young Lex 
Victory as their manager and 
legal adviser ... Mike Shaw (a.k.a. 
Bastion Booger) is feuding with 
Motor City Wrestling heavyweight 
champion The Punisher 

Canadian Wrestling Federation 
fans are really enjoying the great 
action in the matches between 
rookie Rex Roberts and Todd 


Myers ... The Black Scorpion is 
having no luck trying to regain 
Puerto Rico’s WWA lightweight 
belt from Danny Boy. 

According to Jeff Jarrett, all 
the problems between he and 
Steve McMichael are related to 
the steel briefcase that Debra 
McMichael insists on bringing to 
ringside during all their matches. 

“l've asked them a dozen times 
to leave the damn thing in the 
dressing room,” Jarrett says. “Both 
of them tell me that they must 
have it with them at all times 
because it’s been a good luck 
charm for them. ‘Mongo’ tells me 
Debra had it when she won one of 
her big beauty pageants and he 
kept it around in the locker room 
during football games, and they 
refuse to part with it. | don’t see it 
as a good luck charm. That thing 
has cost us matches. It’s ruining 
any chance we have at success!” 

| have to agree with Jarrett on 
this one. 

That’s what’s happening. I'll see 
you at the matches! Oo 
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Presents 


ALANA! 


AND 
BOOK 
OF FACTS 


| 


1997 ALMANAC 

The authoritative wrestling refer- 
ence tool; Full PPV and: super- 
card results, Title histories. 1996. 
Stats. Digest-sized, 196 pages! 


1996 WRESTLING ANNUAL 

Our cutting-edge “pro-files” dig up. the 
dirt‘on 50 top stars and tag teams, and 
forecast their chances of success m 
1996!:100 pages!/32 color pinups! 


| Se 2. . 
MEET THE MOST® 
~ 


, GOR - 
WOMEN IN SPORTS) 


THE WOMEN OF WRESTLING 
Dozens. of color photos. of the-sexiest 
women in wrestling! PLUS—Ranking 
the 50. greatest women wrestlers of all- 
time. 100 pages! 


Pleasé send the‘collector’s issues [have indicated! 


Uhave enclosed $7 per issue as:payment in full 
(postage included) or provided my credit card number, 


to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). Send to: 


(| 1996 Yearbook Name 
Address 
City 
(| The Women Of Wrestling” 
.) VISA# 
_] MasterCard # 


(| 1997 Wrestling Annual 


(| 1997 Wrestling Almanac 


State: 


Please indicate method of payment: 
Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Expiration Date: /___ 


Signature: 


MO'YR 


semt airmail. Please allow.6-8 weeks for delivery: 


Zip 
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Forall orders outside the US; you mitst add $1:50 for every isstie:to be sent surface mail, and $3 for every issue to be 


1996 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Exclusive scouting reports on 30: of 
wrestling’s best. PLUS—30 hilarious 
full-page caricatures. by. PWH's Jason 
Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


1997, WRESTLING ANNUAL 

More butt-kickin’, attitude-filled 
“pro-files,”-a Jook ahead to 1997. 
What's in, whats’ out. 100 pages! 32 
color pinups! 
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London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


When a seven-foot man makes 
a demand of you, it’s usually a 
good idea to listen and listen 
good. The initial fear distracted me 
from the shock of Nash actually 
initiating contact with me for the 
first time in close to a year. He led 
me (actually, he pulled me) to a 
remote dressing room. 

“Kevin, | appreciate—,” | began 
to say. 

“Shut your yap for two seconds, 
will ya!” Nash interrupted. “Get out 
that pad and start writing. | got a 
lot to say. | just got cut off on live 
television before | said what | 
wanted to say.” 

“It's been a long time since 
you've actually wanted to talk to 
me,” | replied as bravely as | could. 


TOP 10 SIGNS OF DISSENSION 
IN THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


10. Fights in the video stores 
over what movie to get. 

9. The Hulk Hogan dartboard — 
hidden in their board room. 

8. No discount passes for 
Dennis Rodman’s new 
movie. 

7. Arguments over which 
wrestler has the best 
straight-to-video movie. 

6. Constant jokes about Nash 
Bridges. 

5. Eric Bischoff's karaoke 
rendition of “Kung Fu 
Fighting” just doesn’t get 
the laughs it once did, ' 

4. Attempts by some members. 
to recruit Buddy Lee Parker © 

- and The Gambler were not 
appreciated. 

3. Ted DiBiase keeps mistakenly 
referring to the group as the. 
NWA. 

2. Incessant bickering over 
true cheesiness of Kraft’s 
macaroni andcheese 

1. Some feel like Gus some _ 
don’t. 
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“Look, if you're look- 
ing to reminisce, there 
are a hundred reporters 
who would kill for this 
interview,” he respond- 
ed. “Are you ready or 
not?” 

Yeah, | was ready. 

“lve had it. I’ve had 
it this time,” he said. 
“Scott and | broke 
through the doors of 
WCW and shook every- 
thing up last year. We 
are the heart and soul 
of the NWO. But 
Hogan, DiBiase, and 
Bischoff want to take 
all the credit, and then 
they don’t show up 
when they’re needed.” 

“You're referring to 
the movie premiere,” | 
said. 

“That and a lot more. 
It's not just about 
tonight. It’s not even 
about them not being here. It’s 
about commitment to this organi- 
zation and the wholesale destruc- 
tion of WCW. I’m committed. But | 
want to know if they are. I’m not 
sure anymore.” 

“What will it take?” | asked, 
keeping my questions very short. 

“| don’t want any holding back 
anymore,” said Nash. “We've done 
well, but we have to crank up the 
volume even more. More brutality. 
More violence. We have to knock 
WCW on its 100-year-old butt 
once and for all. 

“This is not about superiority 
anymore,” Nash continued. “We've 
proven ourselves to WCW and all 
the idiots out there. Now it’s time 
to finish them off. We’ve got the 
belts, but now we are entitled to 
our pound of flesh. If no one else 
has the stomach for it, | do. 

“Does Scott Hall feel this way?” 
| asked. 

“Don’t worry about what Scott is 


Nash didn’t have a hard time convincing Bunkhouse 
Buck that he’s one of the most violent and intense 
men in wrestling today. But is he too intense for 
even the NWO? 


thinking. He’s got other things on 
his mind,” he responded. “But we 
both had the same vision last 
year. And that vision is becoming 
very blurry. | don’t like it one bit.” 

By this time, Nash and | were 
nose-to-nose. It’s as if he was 
venting at the rest of the NWO 
with me as the proxy. 

“That's it—interview over!” 
Nash said as he stood up and 
began to walk out. “And don’t 
expect this too often.” 

The door slammed. | was 
stunned by Nash’s candor. But | 
was frightened by the venom 
spewing out of him. As much as 
Nash has changed since he 
came to WCW, I'd have to say 
that he has changed even more 
dramatically since the inception 
of the NWO. 

He might be too violent, too 
intense, and too dedicated to bru- 
tality for the already violent, 
intense, and brutal NWO, O 


SEEEMOnth In... 


It was a spring full of sensational supercards 
and spectacular supermoments. DENNIS 
RODMAN thought he had put the finishing 
touches on Uncensored by spray-painting 

LEX LUGER, but then STING arrived. 
STEVE AUSTIN and BRET HART gave us a 
WrestleMania match for the ages, and ECW 

Barely Legal was, to say the least, wild. 

Relive all the excitement in our special 

Supercard section! ... Can PUBLIC ENEMY 

wrestle an extreme, yet smart style and win? 

Find out what changes they’ve made in their 

game plan ... Don’t miss our insightful 

“Press Conference” with KIMBERLY 


All this—and much more!—in the 
August 1997 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ena Spat 


ok Me 


What do the NEW WORLD ORDER, the 
BLUE WORLD ORDER, and NATION OF 
DOMINATION have in common? They’re 
all, to some extent, trying to take over a 
promotion. Can any of the three succeed? 
We'll take an in-depth look at all three to 
see what their chances are ... How many 
times has your favorite wrestler gone from 
rulebreaker to fan favorite and back? Our 
magazine-within-a-magazine looks at all the 
“turns” of 30 top stars ... BRET HART still 
says he’s the best there ever was, but we’re 
afraid his recent one-day reign as WWF 
champ ruined him for life! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
Summer 1997 issue of 
| Wrestle America 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


a few key moves. Booker T, for 
instance, failed to connect with a 
spinning wheel kick and instead 
landed groin-first on the ropes. He 
and Stevie Ray did dominate The 
Barbarian for several minutes and 
got a two-count on him. 

Meng, however, made the save 
for his partner, but he got hit with a 
spinning wheel kick by Booker T 
for his efforts. Later, Meng execut- 
ed a power bomb on Booker and 
nearly got a three-count. The two 
teams then continued to battle for 
several more minutes. At one 
point, Sherri Martel got up onto the 
ring apron to yell at Meng, but she 
got knocked to the floor. As Meng 
watched her fall, Booker T kicked 
him, then rolled him up for the pin- 
fall victory. 

In other bouts: U.S. champ 
Dean Malenko pinned Konnan ... 
Mortis defeated Jerry Flynn ... La 
Parka beat Juventud Guerrera ... 
High Voltage defeated Public 
Enemy when Jeff Jarrett interfered 
... Psicosis beat Super Calo ... 
Hugh Morris pinned Chris Benoit 
... Madusa pinned Malia Hosaka 
... Hacksaw Duggan pinned The 
Renegade ... Rick & Scott Steiner 
beat The Amazing French-Cana- 
dians ... Randy Savage beat WCW 
TV champion Prince laukea by 
disqualification. 


Louisville, KY (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): The 
main event of this IWA card at 
Shakee’s Tavern featured a wild 
brawl that saw Tracey Smothers 
and Terry Funk fight not only in 
the ring, but all over the building. 

Smothers gained the early 
advantage and bloodied Funk 
after hitting him with his Con- 
federate flag, but Terry came 
back and grabbed several chairs 
from ringside and hurled them 
into the ring at Smothers. Funk 
then piledrived Smothers and 
went for a pin, but Smothers 
kicked out at two. Funk followed 
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Terry Funk and Tracey Smothers pounded on each other all over Shakee’s Tavern 
in Louisville during a recent IWA card. Funk won by pinfall, but the two men contin- 
ued brawling even after the match had ended. 


that up by repeatedly headbutting 
Smothers. 

With Smothers down on the 
mat, he tried to apply a spinning 
toehold, but Tracey grabbed Funk 
in a small package. Funk man- 
aged to shift his weight, though, 
and he scored the pin. 

Even though the match was 
Officially over at this point, Funk 
and Smothers continued to fight all 
over the building, which caused 
many of the fans to run and take 
cover. At one point, Smothers 
dumped a plastic trash can over 
Funk’s head and rammed the 
trash can and Funk’s head into a 
wall. Finally, security guards sepa- 
rated both wrestlers and returned 


them to the locker room. 

In other matches: lan Rotten 
pinned Doug Gilbert ... Bull Pain 
pinned Justin St. John ... Terik the 
Great defeated American Kick- 
boxer to win the IWA lightweight 
title ... Gator McAllister pinned 
Tommy Rich after Ricky Morton 
interfered ... Ricky Morton defeat- 
ed Vladimir Koloff ... Madman 
Pondo beat Ox Harley in a thumb- 
tack death match ... Tower of 
Doom downed Kip Morris. O 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, — 
Box 1148, Ft, Washington, PA 19034 


has improved since the first time 
I saw him. The USWA is a great 
place for young wrestlers to 
come, and I love calling the 
matches as much as I did in the 
»50s.”’ 
eee 

“This question is for Dean 
Malenko: As U.S. champion, 
you're the number-one contender 
to the WCW World title. Is a 
match for that title something you 
are pursuing?” —Neil Owen, 
Chapel Hill, NC 
“Give me two minutes with 
Hogan and I’d have him all 
wrapped up in a Texas cloverleaf 
begging me to release the hold,” 
said Malenko. “I'll take a match 
with Hogan anytime, just like ’'d 
take a match with Syxx or 
Ultimo Dragon anytime. I’m 
always looking to add titles to my 
collection. But I realize Hogan 
chooses his opponents pretty 
carefully and always has that 
NWO crew with him when he 
puts his title on the line, so I’m 
not counting on getting a match. 
I already know I’m the better 
wrestler.” 

eee 
“Here’s a question for Billy Gunn: 
Since you haven’t yet established 
yourself as one of the top con- 
tenders to a singles title in the 
WWE, do you regret splitting up 
with your brother, Bart, and break- 
ing up The Smokin’ Gunns? Also, 
would you consider reuniting with 
him?” —Lisa Leonard, Omaha, 
NE 
“The only reason I’m not getting 
the title shots I deserve, Lisa, is 
because I’ve made some people in 
the WWF mad,” said Billy. 
“They thought me and Bart 
made a real nice team that they 
could count on, but I couldn’t 
continue teaming with my no- 
good brother as long as he wasn’t 
holding up his end of the deal. 
He’s not a bad wrestler, but if 
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I’m ever going to go 
after the WWF tag 
belts again, I need 
someone who’s on 
my level. I feel like 
I’ve just gotten bet- 
ter and better since I 
ditched Bart, so why 
do I need him?” 
eee 

“This is a question 
for Eddy Guerrero: 
I’ve been watching 
members of your 
family wrestle for 
over 25 years, and I 
still remember your 
brother Chavo Sr.’s 
feud with Roddy 
Piper in California 


Eddy Guerrero and Roddy Piper discuss a story on the 
Guerrero family that appeared in the May 1997 
WRESTLER. Though Piper once feuded with Chavo 


back in the 1970s. 
Any hard feelings left over 
between the Guerrero family and 
Piper?” —Harold Lindeman, 
Scottsdale, AZ 

“J don’t think either one of us 
really knew what to say to each 
other when Piper first came to 
WCW,” replied Guerrero. 
“Roddy knows how close the 
Guerrero family is, so he proba- 
bly figured my brother had told 
me a lot of bad things about 
Piper, and he did, but that was 
years ago. Once me and Roddy 
got to talking a little, everything 
was okay. I think him and my 
brother are a lot alike. They’re 
real intense, and they really hate 
to lose. Chavo came to respect 
Piper a lot over the years, and 
they’ve talked to each other about 
the old days. That’s all in the past. 
I respect Roddy a lot, too. You 
can’t let those old feuds linger this 
long, and believe me, there’s no 
problem now between the 
Guerreros and Roddy Piper.” [) 


Send yestions to: 
YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Guerrero Sr., he has made peace with the family. 


5 MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188B 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 


The Wrestler 57 


ae BACK ISSUES OF EES 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


November 1976: Bruno-Hansen Cage 
Match: Incredible Sammartino Is Victorious 
Again! Also: Bruiser Brody, Dory Funk Jr., 
Bulldog Brower, Andre-Koloff, Mr. Wrestling II, 
Kansas City, Strongbow & White Wolf, Angelo 
Mosca, Mascaras & Carpentier. 

November 1977; Bruno Sammartino vs. 
Superstar Graham; The Slaughter Must Be 
Stopped ... Now! Also: Snuka-Studd, Jones- 
Slater, Gagne & Brunzell, Ox Baker, Mil 
Mascaras, Stasiak & Steele, Rick Steamboat, 
Dino Bravo. 

December 1978: The Injury Andre The Giant 
Must Keep Secret. Also: Victor Rivera, 
Brisco-Spoiler, Heenan & Bockwinkel, Tully 
Blanchard, Mulligan, Dino Bravo, D. Funk- 
Race, Rocky Johnson. 

March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did 
Bruno’s “Interference” Cost Ladd The 
WWWF Title? Also: Angelo Mosca, Dick 
Murdoch, Peter Maivia, Bob Orton Jr,, 
Bockwinkel-Rhodes, Brisco-Race, Crusher 
Blackwell, Lewin-T, Funk, 

September 1980; Why Ernie Ladd Says ... 
“I'm Tired Of Being Your King.” Also; Rick 
Steamboat, Mad Dog Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, 
Patera-Patterson, Manny Fernandez, Bob 
Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
October 1980; Ken Patera Wins The 
Missouri Title From Kevin Von Erich! Also: 
Mr. Wrestling ||, Pedro Morales, Superstar 
Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race, Rick 
McGraw. 

February 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: 
“Tony Garea Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!" 
Also: The Grappler, Race-Patera, Hussein 
Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. 
Wrestling I!, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

January 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar; 
Can Tommy Rich Survive As Georgia's 
Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, Bockwinkel-Atlas, 
Mascaras-Steamboat, Sullivan-Taylor, Bruno 
Sammartino, 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric 
Flair's Championship Destiny. Also: Tito 
Santana, Valentine-Atlas, Bob Roop, Arm- 
strongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

dune 1982; Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: 
How The NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling’s 
Greatest Friendship. Also: Piper-Armstrong, 
Hussein Arab, Bruno Sammartino, Adonis & 
Ventura, Butch Reed. 

duly 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In 
The Hands Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Chief Jay Strongbow, Buzz 
Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 

December 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does 
Pedro Deserve To Be Intercontinental 
Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr., Kamala, Rich 
& Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, JYD- 
Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

February 1983; Exclusive Coverage: Nick 
Bockwinkel Regains The AWA Title From 
Otto Wanz. Also; Backlund-Graham, Rich- 
Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel & Garea, 
McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

duly 1983; Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men 
Backlund Is: Afraid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Kevin Sullivan, Bob Roop, Martel-Heenan. 
September 1983; Nick Bockwinkel Forces 


Hulk Hogan Into Exile: And Only The Fans 
Can Bring Him Back. Also; Briscos, 
Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan 
& Windham. 

dune 1984; David Von Erich—We'll Never 
Forget You, Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, 
Bockwinkel-Bravo, Brickhouse Brown. 

August 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands 
Of Stone” Crushes “The Snake." Also: 
Freebirds-Devastation Inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, 
Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race, 

September 1984; Kerry Von Erich Wins The 
NWA Title: For David ... For Texas ... For 
Wrestling! Also: Billy Jack, Bundy & 
Superstar-Road Warriors, Piper & Orndorff- 
Johnson & Atlas, Rick Martel. 

November 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson 
Challenge Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge 
Against Superstar Graham. Also: Piper- 
Hogan, Heenan & Saito, Brody & Hansen, Von 
Erichs. 

December 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick 
Steamboat Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End It 
»» Or Make It Worse? Also: Tito Santana, 
Martel-Atlas, D, Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor, 

January 1985: Kerry Von Erich; “I've Got 
Ric Flair's NWA Title Within My Grasp.” 
Also: Albano & Lauper, Kolofis & Kernodle, 
Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott McGhee. 
April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & 
Ellering vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. 
Also: Tonga Kid, tomorrow's stars, Adams- 
Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators, 

duly 1985: It's A Dog's Life... And 
Junkyard Dog Wouldn't Trade It With 
Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, Kernodle- 
Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

October 1985; David Shultz Gets An NWA 
Title Shot; Ric Flair—“I Wrestle The Men 
Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Off” Also: Misty Blue, 
Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George Steele, 
Killer Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time top 10. 
March 1987; Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin 
Orders: Crush Nikita Koloff’s Russian 
Revolution! Also: Barry Windham, One Man 
Gang, Brian Adias, Savage-Steamboat, Jimmy 
Snuka. 

April 1987: Hulk's Giant Tasks: Hercules, 
Kamala .,. And Andre? Also; Luger-Allen, 
Rich-Lawler, Rude & Fernandez-Rock 'n' 
Rolls, Kevin Von Erich, Skandor Akbar. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And 
Tell In The WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart 
Foundation, Luger & Horsemen, Nikita- 
Cornette, Stan Hansen. 

September 1987: Independence Day! Also: 
Hennig-Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Kolofis, 
Bubba Rogers, Missy Hyatt. 

December 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be 
Drowned By The New Wave Of Chal- 
lengers? Also: Hennig-Lawier, Windham- 
Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin, 

February 1988: Ric Flalr Admits: "I'm 
Nothing Without The NWA Belt!” Also: Kerry 
Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan-Andre, 
Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion 


.» Only Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. 
Also; Warriors-Demolition, Steve Williams, 
Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, 
Survivor Series, World Class: Wrestling's 
Greatest Day! Also; Midnight Rockers, Luger- 
Horsemen, Santana & Martel, McDaniel- 
Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 

October 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We 
Will Not Share Our Fans With The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express!” Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt 
Hennig, Roberts-Rude, Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 
January 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! 
The World Title Gained! But The Midnight 
Express Must Still Prove Themselves! Also: 
Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre-Savage- 
Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

February 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, 
Dusty, & The Fans Can Go To Hell!" Also: 
Madusa Miceli, Blue Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, 
Bigelow-Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1989; Scared Stiff! “Don’t Say 
Snake!” Also; Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric 
Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, Hercules, Iron Sheik, 
April 1989; Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! 
Can Randy Savage Stop The Onslaught? 
Also: British Bulldogs, Road Warriors-Sting & 
Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike Rotundo. 
May 1989; Rick Steamboat—Champlon; 
Rick Steamboat—Challenger: Which Is 
Better? Also: Sid Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, 
Savage-Hogan, Samoan Swat Team, Wendi 
Richter, 

duly 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk 
Hogan Cannot Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, 
Rhodes & Perez, Road Warriors & Ellering, 
Michael Hayes. 

August 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard 
Sunday! Exclusive Coverage Of Wres- 
tleMania V And Clash Of Champions Vi. 
Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long, 

September 1989; Our Urgent Plea To Ric 
Flair: Don’t Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: 
Demolition, Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, Larry 
Zbyszko, Jemy Lawler. 

October 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis, Also: Eric Embry, Four 
Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, Art 
Barr, Billy Jack Haynes, 

November 1989; Roddy Piper Pins Randy 
Savage .., And Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! 
Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, 
Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sat. 
Slaughter. 

December 1989; Gary Hart: “Muta Took The 
Sting Out Of Sting!" Also: Skyscrapers, 
Andre-Warrior, Barry Windham, Rock 'n’ Rolls, 
Scott Norton, Ken Patera. 

January 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of 
Lists. Also: Brian Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & 
Am, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg Gagne. 

February 1990: Can Sting Keep Luger From 
The NWA Belt? Also: Terry Gordy, Rick 
Martel, Hogan-Brown, Doom, Nikita Koloff, 
Bruce Han. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “I Quiti—One War Ends, 
Two More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor 
Series, Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette. 


April 1990; Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of 
Greatness, Also: Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper- 
Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: 
Running A Parallel Course To Greatness. 
Also: Von Erichs, Big Bossman, Pillman & 
Zenk, Hulk Hogan, Mark Callous, 

dune 1990: Hulkamania—The Fall And Rise! 
Also: Rockers, Kolofis, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 
Steiners. 

duly 1990; My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, 
By Lex Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Tully Blanchard, 
August 1990; Hogan-Warrior Il; You Can 
Make It Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demo- 
lition, Doom, Larry Zbyszko. 

September 1990: The Ultimate Warrior 
Wimps Out! Why He Won't Wrestle Hulk 
Hogan, Also: Billy Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, 
Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Bome. 
October 1990; Hulk Hogan vs, Earthquake: 
Exclusive SummerSlam Preview & 
Analysis. Also; Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, 
Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris Yon 
Erich. 

November 1990: The Luger-Sting Rivalry: 
Ready To Explode Again! Also: Lawler & 
Dundee, Brutus Beefcake, Kerry Von Erich, 
Harley Race, Steiners, 

December 1990 (Special Issue): Sum- 
merSlam! Exclusive Full-Color Coverage! 
Also: Stan Hansen, Arn Anderson, Ultimate 
Wamior, Vic Steamboat, Scott Putski. 
February 1991: The Incredible “Halloween 
Havoc Hoax"! Unraveling The Diabolical 
Plot, Also: Muta-Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, 
Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: 
Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & Express, Teddy 
Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges 
That Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Sky- 
scrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, Fabulous 
Ones, 

May 1991; Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The 
WWF Of The Stench Of Sgt, Slaughter. Also: 
Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, Sheik-Brazil, Power & 
Glory, Terry Funk. 

dune 1991; How Much Longer Can We 
Depend On Hulk Hogan? Also; Nasty Boys, 
Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus Jack, Kevin Von 
Erich, 


July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” 
Of Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & 
Prichard, LOD-Nastys, Steiners, Savage & 
Elizabeth, 

August 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm 
Sorty” ... Would Hulk And The World 
Forgive Him? Also; Luger-Nikita, Hennig- 
Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
September 1991: Sting & Luger vs. The 
Steiners: How Their Friendship Survived 
The Most Brutal Match Of The Year. Also: 
LOD, Cactus-Gilbert, Undertaker, Bobby 
Eaton, Sid Vicious, 

October 1991 (Special Issue): 25 Years— 
The Silver Anniversary Celebration Of 
Wrestling’s Most Respected Magazine. 


Includes: Year-By-Year, greatest photos, 25 
greatest wrestlers, Q & A Bruno Sammartino. 
November 1991: Lex Luger Wins The 
Title—But Loses His Fans. Also: Riok 
Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, Diamond 
Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

December 1991: Roddy Pliper’s Exclusive 
Analysis: Flair vs. Hogan—Who Will Win 
The Match Of The Century? Also: Sting, 25 
greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack, 
January 1992: The LOD's Championship 
Catastrophe: Overpowered By The Natural 
Disasters. Also: Johnny B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, 
Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 

February 1992: Shocking WWF Report: 
McMahon Offers Bounty On Fiair—Will 
Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron Simmons, 
Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. Steiner- 
Abdullah, 

March 1992; After Survivor Series & 
Tuesday In Texas: Has The WWF Title 
Suffered irreparable Damage? Also: Brian 
Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, 
Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarratt. 

May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric 
Flair’s Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop 
Him At WrestleMania VIII? Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, 
Don Owen. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes 
Championship Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid 
Justice Are Mere Pawns, Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW titles, 
Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”; 
For Rick Rude, The U.S, Belt Means Failure: 
Also; Madusa, Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse 
Vanessa, Greg Valentine, Sabu. 

August 1992; The Ultimate Warrior: 
WrestieMania’s Accidental Hero. Also: 
Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker-Roberts, 
Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

September 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom— 
Go For The Title Or Go Away! Also; Repo- 
Crush, Mondo Kleen, Freebirds-Valentine & 
Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs, 
October 1992; British Bulldog & Ultimate 
Warrior; Why They'll Be Crowned At 
SummerSlam, Also; Scotty Flamingo, Brian 
Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 
November 1992: WWF Bewarel It's The 
Perfect Time For A Curt Hennig Comeback! 
Also; Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, Buddy 


Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

January 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: 
“Hurting Jake Makes Me Happy!” Also: 
Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers-Moondogs, 
Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chono, 

February 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: 
His Five Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: 
Sgt. Slaughter, Steve Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob 
Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: 
Razor Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, 
Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

November 1993; Bret Hart vs, Lex Luger: 
It's Not Over Yet! Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk 
Hogan, Marly Jannetty, Heavenly Bodies, 
Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

January 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, 
Baked ... Any Way You Cook It, Hogan’s A 
Chicken! Also: Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, 
Jim Comette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & T. Funk- 
Abdullah & Sullivan, 

April 1994: WCW Fans Demand: “We Want 
Hogan!” Why Their Plea May Soon Be 
Answered. Also; Crush-Savaga, Ric Flair, 
Adam Bomb, The Boss, electric barbed wire. 
May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal 
Rumble Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk 
Hogan, Boss, Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve 
wew. 

June 1994 (Special Issue): What's Your 
Wrestling 1Q? Also: Brian Pillman, greatest 
matches, Missy-WCW, Steiners & Harts, Ron 
Simmons, Mr. Hughes, Doink. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs, Hulk Hogan: We 
Preview The Inevitable Battle. Also; 
Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's WWN, Ted 
DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 
August 1994; Bret's Nightmare Team 
Becomes A Reality: Owen Hart & Yoko- 
zuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, MOM, Flair-Badd, 
Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon, 

September 1994 (Special issue): WWF 
Midyear Report! Also: Big Van Vader, Parker- 
Hollywood Blonds, Sting-Rude, WWF legal 
problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse-Rhodes, 
Public Enemy, 

October 1994; The Undertaker: Two Bodies, 
One Soult. Also: Cactus Jack, Scorpio-Sabu, 
Terry Funk, Sheik, Bunkhouse Buck, Diesel- 
Michaels. 

November 1994; Hulk Hogan's New 
Commandments: Say Prayers, Take 


Vitamins ... And Kick Butt! Also: Owen-Bret, 
Lord Steven Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry 
Lawler, Mikey Whipwreck, 

December 1994: Hulkster Under Siege! Can 
Hogan Hold Off WCW's Best? Also: Lex 
Luger, Sid Vicious, Steve Austin, Adam Bomb, 
Dusty Rhodes. 

January 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 
1995, Also; Johnny B, Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, 
Bob Backlund, PG-13, Hacksaw Duggan, 
February 1995; Hulk’s A Maniac! Why 
Vader Should Be Deathly Afraid Of Hogan. 
Also; Dangerously & Sabu, Skaaland & Luger, 
Stelners, Patriot-Bagwell, Undertaker-Vicious, 
Honky Tonk, 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year 
In Pictures, Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, 
WWF ’95-WWF ’85, Rio Flair, MOM, 911. 
June 1995 (Special Issue): He's Barking .,. 
And Ready To Bite: The British Bulldog 
Demands A Title Shot—Now! Also: Book Of 
Lists, Bubba Rogers, The Kid, Alex Wright, 
Rotten-Rotten, Avalanche, 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With 
America: Also; Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, 
Lawrence Taylor, Bill Dundee, 

August 1995; Don't Let Their Cease-Fire 
Fool You: Shawn Still Hungers For Diesel’s 
Title, Also; Lawrence Taylor, Tod Gordon, 
Hulk Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 
October 1995: President Backlund?! Also: 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, 
Gordon Solie. 

November 1995: “Take That—And Shut 
Up!" If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, 
Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 
December 1995 (Special Issue); Shawn 
Michaels: Too Good To Be Second Best! 
Also; Wrestling rulebook, Vega-Ramon, Mama 
Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader. 
March 1996 (Special Issue): 1995—Tho Year 
In Pictures. Also; Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader, 
Sabu, Brian Pillman. 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: 
Can't We All Be Friends? Also: DiBiase & 
Kid, Diesel-McMahon, Dallas Page, Jeff 
Jarrett, 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, 
& Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public 
Enemy, Steve Austin, wrestling oddities, 
Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair, 

June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! 
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How The Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. 
Also; Shock 'n' Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian 
Pillman, Konnan, 

July 1996: Babes In Boyland! Also; Sunny, 
Elizabeth, Kimberly, Inoki-Vader, WCW tag 
teams, Woman. 

August 1996; Shawn Michaels: Finally—He 
Has The Title ... Now Here's What He's 
Gotta Do With It! Also; Public Enemy-Nastys, 
Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabel. 
September 1996 (Special Issue): WWF 
Midyear Report. Also: Savio Vega, Sabu- 
Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, Olympians, 
Giant. 

October 1996; Muscling Back To The Top: 
The Warrior Is Ready To Rule Again. Also: 
Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners & Norton, Razor & 
Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie, 

November 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF 
Champ! Also: Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick 
Murdoch, Cloudy, John Tenta, WCW shuffle. 
December 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. 
WCW: Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Ahmed 
Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable, Goldust, 
Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy 
Savage Is Set To Join Hulk Hogan’s NWO! 
Also: Steve Austin, Michaels-Goldust, Arn 
Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
January 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's 
Next Move ... Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, 
New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, Ted DiBiase. 
February 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: 
What 1997 Has In Store For Them! Also: 
Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey Misterio Jr., 
Kevin Nash. 

March 1997 (Special Issue); 1996—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hulk Hogan, Austin-Pillman, 
Dallas Page, Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 

April 1997: Sting: Who Screwed Up This 
Man's Mind? Also: Hart-Michaels, NWO, 
Sandman, Barry Windham. 

May 1997; Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is 
Piper! And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: 
Michaels-Hart, Guerreros, J.C. Ice, gang vio- 
lence, Marc Mero, 

June 1997 (Special Edition); Let Us Spray! 
When The Giant Goes Down .,, Heaven 
Help WCW! Also; Toughest opponents, Sid- 
Bret-Shawn, Owen Hart, Raven. 

duly 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The 
NWO Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, 
Dean Malenko, Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 


Send To: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
BOX 910 


Ant 


Zip 


For all orders outside the U.S,, you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mall, 
and $3.00 for every back issue to be sent airmail. Int'l money order in U.S. funds only. Please 


allow 6-8 weeks for delivery, 


; 
uJ 
' 
' 
' 
4 
‘ 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
, 
' 
' 
' 
' 
i 
' 
i] 
' 
! 
4 


WRESTLER CLASSIC! 


Remember the old Sting? The Sting 


who wrestled? You could say what 
he did at Uncensored was one of 
the most courageous things he has 
ever done, but he has shown 
courage his whole career. Reread 
this “Wrestler Classic” to find out 
what he was going through five 
years ago! 


By Chris Bernucca 


HEN STING WON the 

WCW World championship 
at SuperBrawl Il, he declared, “‘As 
long as I’m breathing, this belt 
stays mine!” 

Well, right now, Sting is having 
trouble breathing. Cracked ribs 
will do that to a man, even one as 
tough as Sting. 

After claiming he would hold 
the title forever, the World cham- 
pion came thisclose to losing it to 
Big Van Vader on April 12 at The 
Omni in Atlanta. He attempted a 
bodypress from the top rope and 
Vader, who played four years with 
the Los Angeles Rams, called on 


60 The Wrestler 


Sting’s pain threshold is very high, but he 
could not continue after cracking his ribs 
against the powerful Big Van Vader. 


his gridiron skills. He caught Sting 
like a football and spiked him to 
the mat. 

Sting landed in a crumpled 
mass and screamed out in pain. 
He left the ring under his own 
power but later was taken to a 
hospital, where X-rays revealed 
two cracked ribs and a severely 
bruised spleen. 

“Don’t make me laugh,” Sting 
said in all seriousness during a 
recent telephone interview. ‘‘It 
hurts to laugh. In fact, it hurts to 
breathe. I’m pretty banged up.” 

“Banged up” is a good way to 
describe Sting’s last two years. 
Along with the rib and spleen inju- 
ries, he has a bum left knee that 


AEE an. 


causes him chronic pain. Add 
those to the normal bumps, 
bruises, and cuts that every wres- 
tler has to deal with, and you 
have the poster subject for pain- 
killers. The Ace bandage has be- 
come part of Sting’s regular ring 
garb. 

* “I don’t think anyone would 
deny that Sting has taken more 
punishment than any competitor 
in WCW over the last two years,” 
offered broadcaster Jim Ross. 
“The amazing thing is his resilien- 
cy. He’s had injuries that would 
force most wrestlers into early re- 
tirement. But not only does he 
come back, he comes back and 
wins titles. That’s the mark of a 


Sting took on Vader just days after complet- 
ing a grueling series of matches against 
U.S. champion “Ravishing’” Rick Rude. 


man who just won’t quit.” 
Sting has won titles—two World 


‘ championships, a U.S. champion- 


ship, and a TV crown. But injuries 
have cost him titles as well. 

On February 6, 1990, at Clash 
of the Champions X in Corpus 
Christi, Texas—just 19 days be- 
fore a scheduled World title bout 
against Ric Flair—Sting brawled 
with Ric Flair and suffered a rup- 
tured left patella tendon. The ca- 
reer-threatening injury required 
surgery and five months of 
rehabilitation. 

On November 19, 1991, at 
Clash XVII in Savannah, Georgia, 
Sting was the victim of a sneak- 
attack by Luger, who plowed side- 
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ways into the knee. Sting was tak- 
en to a hospital, then gallantly 
returned when told that he would 
forfeit his U.S. title if he did not 
appear for his scheduled match 
against Rick Rude. But a gimpy 
Sting was no match for “Ravish- 
ing” Rick, who won the title. 

In fact, the only reason Sting is 
still World champion is by dumb 
luck. After his crash landing, he 
was admittedly unable to contin- 
ue. Vader, unaware that he had 
incapacitated his opponent, began 
arguing heatedly with referee 
Mike Adkins, bumping him and 
drawing a disqualification. 

Some of Sting’s colleagues 
could not believe that he had 
signed for a series of matches 
against Vader, a rulebreaker with 
a 185-pound weight advantage 
and who is seemingly impervious 
to pain. 

“| wrestled Vader at the Mead- 
owlands, and | couldn't move 
him,” said 235-pound Marcus Al- 
exander Bagwell, who considers 
Sting his guru. “After taking out 
Luger and Rude, | thought taking 
on Vader was a little bit too much, 
too soon for Sting. But. he’s a 
trooper and he’s never backed 
down before.”’ 

Sting may be courageous, but 
he has become the fine crystal 
centerpiece of WCW. He is im- 
maculate in form, but either ex- 
tremely fragile or extremely un- 
lucky. So far, every time Sting has 
been broken, modern medicine 
has been able to fix him. But 
there are those in the federation 
that would like to see the champi- 
on shattered into tiny little pieces 
and swept away with a broom. 

“When the history books are 
written, Sting is going to be re- 
membered as the ‘Humpty Dump- 
ty’ of WCW,” said Paul E. Dan- 
gerously, who, during the past 12 
months, has orchestrated two sav- 
age attacks on Sting. “All of K. 
Allen Frey’s men won't be able to 
put him together again.”’ 
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Vader’s tremendous weight advantage over Sting allows him to toss the champion around 
the ring (above). Sting’s headlock has no effect on Vader, who raises him airbome (below). 


Rude’s physique Is streamlined and he possesses excellent scientific skills (above), while 
Vader is barrel-chested and more of a street brawler (below). The “Stinger” may not have 
been prepared for the dramatic change in his opponent’s size and ring technique. 


At this writing, weeks before the 
event, Sting expected to be back 
for Wrestle War ’92 on May 17 in 
Jacksonville, Florida, which would 
mean that The Dangerous Alli- 
ance would get the first shot at 
him. Sting’s “Squadron,” which 
includes Nikita Koloff, Rick Steam- 
boat, Dustin Rhodes, and Barry 
Windham, was to take on Alliance 
members Rude, Steve Austin, 
Larry Zbyszko, Bobby Eaton, and 
Arn Anderson in a double-ring 
steel cage match under War 
Games rules. 

“lll be there,” said Sting, who 
said he should be fully recovered 
in time for the pay-per-view event. 
“| wouldn’t miss it for the world.” 

Perhaps. But Sting might want 


‘to consider missing it for the 


World title. Should he suffer an- 
other serious injury at Wrestle 
War, he may be sidelined long 
enough for WCW to strip him of 
the belt. So far, WCW has grant- 
ed an injury waiver, but that can’t 
last indefinitely. 

The Alliance has _ targeted 
Sting’s vulnerable areas in the 
past. Rude even proclaimed that 
it was “open season on Sting’s 
knee.” Now they are sure to 
come after Sting’s ribs with utter 
disdain for: human life. 

After all, he’s still breathing. LJ 
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TOP 10 


1 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

(1) WWE World champion 

LEX LUGER 

265, Chicago, IL 

(2) Ne. 7 contender: WCW World title 
3 BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

(3) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 

THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

44) No. 8 contender: WCW World title _ 
5 STEVE AUSTIN 

241, Dallas, TX 

OTe, 8 contador: WUE Weed Wile = 
6 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 

260, Tampa, FL 

(8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title _ 
7 MANKIND 

277, Truth or Consequences, NM 

{-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title _ 
8 DEAN MALENKO 

216, Tampa, FL 

(6) U.S. heavyweight champion 
g AHMED JOHNSON 

305, Pearl River, MS 

(-) No. 5 contender: WWF World title 

10 SYXX 
212, Minneapolis, MN 


(-) WCW cruiserweight champion Mankind 
wcw WWF 
World Champion: World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN THE UNDERTAKER 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 328, parts unknown 
1—DEAN MALENKO 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 
(1) 216, Tampa, FL (1) 272, Pearl City, HI 
2—JACQUES ROUGEAU 2—MANKIND 
(-) 253, Montreal, Quebec (5) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
3—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 3—BRET HART 
(4) 260, Tampa, FL (2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—KEVIN NASH 4—STEVE AUSTIN 
(-) 356, Detroit, MI (3) 241, Dallas, TX 
5—ULTIMO DRAGON 5—AHMED JOHNSON 
(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (6) 255, Pearl River, MS 
6—SYXX 6—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(-) 212, Minneapolis, MN (7) 279, Greenwich, CT 
7—LEX LUGER 7=SAVIO VEGA 
(2) 265, Chicago, IL (9) 260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 
8—THE GIANT 8—GOLDUST 
(3) 430, parts unknown (8) 254, Austin, TX 
9—CHRIS BENOIT 9—OWEN HART 
(8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (-) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
10—REY MISTERIO JR. 10—BIG VAN VADER 


{-) 140, San Diego, CA (-) 450, Denver, CO 
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TAG TEAMS 


] OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 

Combined weight: 472 pounds 

(1) WWE World tag team champions 

THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 

Combined weight: 695 pounds 

(2) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 

THE ROAD WARRIORS 

Combined weight: 560 pounds 

(3) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
q@ THE ELIMINATORS 

Combined weight: 459 pounds 

(-) ECw team champions 
5 RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

Combined weight: 483 pounds 

(4) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 HARLEM HEAT 

Combined weight: 550 pounds 

(6) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 

(9) No. 4 contenders: WCW World fag title 
8 THE BLACKJACKS 

Combined weight: 582 pounds 

(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
g JEFF JARRETT & STEVE MCMICHAEL 

Combined weight: 500 pounds 

(-) No. 5 contenders: WCW World tag title 

10 DOUG FURNAS & PHIL LAFON 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 


{-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
KING REGINALD 
(4) 233, Memphis, TN 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—TANK 
(3) 401, Johannesburg, South Africa 
3—JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
4—NEW RAZOR 
(-) 345, Detroit, MI 
5—BRAKUS 
(8) 275, Berlin, Germany 
6—NEW DIESEL 
(-) 285, Miami, FL 
7—BOBBY BOLTON 
(-) 231, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—BILL DUNDEE 
(7) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 
(10) 224, Oil Trough, TX 
10—STEVEN DUNN 
(5) 240, Tampa, FL 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
TERRY FUNK 
(3) 247, Amarillo, TX 
1—RAVEN 
(C) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
2—STEVIE RICHARDS 
(2) 227, Philadelphia, PA 
3—THE SANDMAN 
(7) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


4—TAZ 

(4) 248, Red Hook, NY 
5—SABU 

(5) 220, Bombay 
6—SHANE DOUGLAS 

(1) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
7—TOMMY DREAMER 

(10) 245, Yonkers, NY 
8—ROB VAN DAM 

(-) 227, Battle Creek, MI 
9—LANCE STORM 

(-) 231, Memphis, TN 

10—AXL ROTTEN 
(-) 302, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board, Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 1 Mos? Popular 


2 AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 


Last issve: No. 2 Mos? Popular 
DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 


260, Tampa, FL 


Las? Issve: No. 3 Most Popular 
4 THE UNDERTAKER 


328, parts unknown 

Last issue: No. 4 Most 
SS RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
6 SHAWN MICHAELS 


234, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: Ne. 8 Most 
7 RODDY PIPER 

247, Glasgow, Scotland 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


8 THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 


Last Issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


@ LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, Il 


Las? issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


10 REY MISTERIO JR. 
140, San Diego, CA 
Las? issue: unrated 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—MASA CHONO 
(1) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
2—RIKI CHOSHU 
(3) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
3—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(4) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
4—KEIJ] MUTO 
(2) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
5—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(6) 234, Oita, Japan 
6—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(5) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(7) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
8—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(8) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
9—JUSHIN LIGER 
(9) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
10—SHINJIRO OTANI 
(10) 215, Yokohama, Japan 


MOST HATED 


BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


3 KEVIN NASH 
356, Detroit, MI 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
OWEN HART 
227, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: unrated 
5 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


a 


6 212, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated 

7 SCOTT HALL 
290, Miami, FL 


Las? issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


8 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
Last issve: unrated 

9g MANKIND 
277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
Last Issue: unrated 

10 KEVIN SULLIVAN 

252, Boston, MA 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


ALL-JAPAN 
Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(2) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
3—AKIRA TAUE 
(3) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(4) 265, Norman, OK 
5—STAN HANSEN 
(5) 322, Borger, TX 
6—JOHNNY ACE 
(7) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
7—JUN AKIYAMA 
(6) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
8—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(9) 343, Billings, MT 
9—MASA FUCHI 
(10) 225, Tokyo, Jopan 
10—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(-) 202, Fichigi, Japan 


For period ended April 22, 1997 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings tres ch of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sian 


SINGLES = 5 
1—SHAWN ee eee eh 
2—SID’ b L.2, 2.) eee eee ears aeRO | points. 

S—THE GIANT 2 onciscuisinaifuanneatacnssinaet points 

§ 4—4EX LUGER cidnpaenater emcee eeetatene me points 
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ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Viper; eee a, i 
2—tThe Barbarian; 3—Greg Volentine; 4—Jim Neidhart; 5—Tommy Gunn; 6—Rick Morton; 7— 
David Jericho; 8—Hike Maverick: 9—Brutus Beefcake; 10—Firebreaker Chip. 

CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Kevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—Tony 
Atlas; 3—£l Mascarado; 4—Vic Steamboat; 5—Knuckles Nelson; 6—Pink Assassin; 7—King Kong 
Bundy; &—Doink the Clown; 9—Devon Storm; 10—Mohommed Hussein, 

EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Ace Darling; 2— 
Cheetah Master; 3—Lance Diamond; 4—Viper; 5—Boogie Woogie Brown; 6—Rockin’ Ronnie; 
T—Reckless Youth; 8—Armogeddon; 9—Billy Kidmon; 10—Infemo Kid. 

NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—J.C. Ice; 2—Doug 
Gilbert; 3—Buddy Londell; 4—Tommy Rich; 5—Farren Foxx: 6—Chris Michaels 7—Ben Jordan; 
8—Scufflin’ Hilbilly; 9—Justin St. John; 10—Motley Cruz. 

PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Cheetoh Master; 1—Lonce 
Diamond; 2—Ace Darling; 3—Julio Sanchez; 4—Judd the Stud; 5—Boogie Woogie Brown; 6-—Pat 
Shamrock; 7—Glen Oshourne; 8—D.Z. Gillespie; 9—Mr. Ooh Lo Lu; 10—Mike Quackenbush, 

PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—Madd Maxine; 2—George 
South; 3—Rock Bottom; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Flaming Youth; 6—Chris Hamrick; 7—Cruel 
Connection Il; 8—LGlodiator 1; 9—Stor Ryder; 10—Nosked Manior. 

PRO WRESTLING XPRESS: Champion—T. Rontula; 1—Cody Michoels; 2—Mad Mike; 3—Lou 
Marconi; 4—Bubbo the Bulldog; 5—Scotty Blaze; 6—Brion Anthony; 7—J.8. Destiny; 8—Pau| 
Atlas; 9—Dennis Gregory; 10—Country Boy Chris. 

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN WRESTLING: Champion—Chris Powers; 1—Johnny Raynor; 2— 
Master Mayhem; 3—Hot Dog Willie; 4—Jeff Anderson; 5—Tim Reed; 6—Dr. Don; 7—Mike 
Powers; 8—The Orderly; 9—Choos; 10—J.T. Coleminer. 

WORLD WRESTLING COUNCIL: Champion—TCorlos Colon; 1—Jungle Jim Steele; 2—Chuck 
Singer; 3—Ricky Sontona; 4—Chicky Starr; 5—Abdullah the Butcher; 6—Ram Mon; 7—Ray 
Gonzalez; 8—Invader; 9—Pablo Marquez; 10—Lo Ley. 
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Serious blows to the NWO. Many of you might 
have had the same thought come into your head while 
watching Uncensored that some us did. We're talking 
about the incident in which Randy Savage and Elizabeth 
held up a copy of the issue of 
Playboy’s Nude Celebrities tor 
which “Diamond” Dallas 
Page and Kimberly posed, 
then spray-painted both DDP 
and Kimberly (see page 42 for 
full details). 

Were you thinking, Savage 
and Liz will pay very dearly for 
that? We were, and they did. 
Well, at least the “Macho Man” 
did. : 

Not only has DDP scored several pinfall victories over 
Savage since Uncensored (including one at Spring 
Stampede) and thereby moved into the overall Top 10, 
but he has also knocked the “Macho Man” out of action. 
Savage suffered a serious ankle injury during their Spring 
Stampede match and is now getting around on crutches. 
Doctors don't expect him to be able to compete for quite 
a while. 

Those close to the NWO say that the group had 
hoped Savage could eventually make a run at one of the 
secondary singles titles in WCW (assuming 
“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan held on to the World belt fora 
while longer), but those plans are on hold now. Savage 
has dropped out of the ratings and might not return for 
some time. Meanwhile, one of Savage’s old nemeses, 
Ric Flair, was just about ready to return to the ring at 
press time, Look for him to climb right back into the 
WCW ratings when he comes back and make another 
run at the World title. That's also bad news for the NWO. 

And as if the NWO didn’t need more bad news, we 
didn't even consider Scott Hall and Kevin Nash for the 
top spot in this month’s tag team ratings. That's because 
of Hall's mysterious absence, of course. Even though he 
and Nash are the WCW World tag team champions, if 
they're not wrestling, they don't deserve a good slot in 
the ratings. ; 

“Stane-Cold” saga. What should we do about 
Steve Austin? More specifically, what should we do 
about “Stone-Cold” when it comes to the ratings? This 
much we know: He is probably the most dangerous man 
in the WWF right now and one of the federation’s most 
talented wrestlers. That’s why we have him rated so high 


Randy Savage 
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in the WWF Top 10 and | in the. overall Top 10. He 
deserves that much, 

But here’s the tough question: Do you love him, or do 
you hate him? Or is it something in between? : 

Bret Hart may have changed a lot in the last few 
months, but it doesn’t look to us like “Stone-Cold” has. If 
anything, he has become more intense and more violent 
since his loss to the “Hitman” at WrestleMania XiIll. Just 
because Bret is now a rulebreaker and a member of The 
New Hart Foundation with his brother Owen and broth- 
er-in-law Davey Boy Smith, though, it doesn’t mean 
Austin is a fan favorite. It 
seems more and more fans 
are supporting him in his feud 
with Bret, but whether Bret 
knows it or not (or wants to 
admit it), he still has some fans 
in the U.S. who are backing 
him against Austin. For now, 
we're going to keep Austin out 
of both our Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings. . 

Shamrock’s in. As you Bret Hart 
had probably guessed, Ken Shamrock ‘had/no interest 
in being a full-time referee in the WWF. He signed a 
multi-year deal with the WWF in February and waited 
only until April to make his debut as a competitor there. 
He beat Vernon White at a taping of WWF Monday 
Night Raw in his first match. 

So this means that in the last three years, we have 
seen a former UFC competitor (Shamrock) and three 
current or former NFL players (Lawrence Taylor, Steve 
McMichael, and Kevin Greene) compete in either WCW 
or the WWF. NBA badboy Dennis Rodman is scheduled 
to make his WCW wrestling debut at July's Bash at the 
Beach pay-per-view. Only McMichael has proven himself 
to be a wrestler worthy of being in our ratings, but of 
course the others have yet to make wrestling a full-time 
career. 

We might have to wait a while before we know 
whether Shamrock will make it as a wrestler or whether 
he’s good enough to be in the WWF Top 10. | 


That's all for now. If you have any questions or comments 
relating to our ratings or anything you see on this page, please feel 


free to drop us a line. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” ¢/o 
Tue Wrestier, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Y 

Illustrated magazine has all the inside information \ Y 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on yj 

the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 

you'll be the first to learn about ... 


‘VOVNVO 


LOLE--S0-006-1 
lMdb-788-006-1. “S'N 3HL 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. ; 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 © 


TH This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
Cost pet minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIIN 3XX 4450/62}97 
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